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Guidelines for Philosophy Department’s Honors Option  

 

The Philosophy Department’s Honors Option is designed to challenge and enrich the 

educational experience of outstanding philosophy majors and, with a successful 

completion, recognize and honor their achievements.  It is designed specifically for those 

students who plan to pursue graduate studies in philosophy or other disciplines that 

involve the interpretation and analysis of texts, writing of clear and well-organized prose 

with rigorous and persuasive argumentation, and cooperative discussion.  Participation in 

the Honors Option is elective. The guidelines clarify the expectations of honors students 

and the central procedures of the Honors Option.  

 

I. Application Process: Students must apply to be admitted. To apply, fill out an 

application form and submit it together with a DARS report and a writing 

sample to the Honors Option Coordinator (Dr. Alex Sager, asager@pdx.edu, 

503-725-8846). 

 

II. Requirements to qualify for departmental Honors Option:     

• At least Junior standing (90+ college credits) 

• Completion of at least 20 credits of Philosophy including at least one 400-

level course. 

•  Minimum GPA of 3.5 in Philosophy courses at admission to Option. 

• Writing sample (5-7 pages on a philosophical topic) that demonstrates 

skills of philosophical writing and analysis.  

 

III. Requirements for receiving departmental honors: 

• Completion of Honors Seminar (Phl 485) and Honors Thesis (Phl 403).  

The former is a formal course taught annually.  The student output in the 

course must consist of a research paper. The latter is an independent 

research course that the student organizes with a faculty of the Department 

whose area of specialty coincides with the student’s research interests. It 

must also result in a research paper. Both papers are graded by two faculty 

members (choice of second reader is based on topic and faculty’s 

specialties). The final grade will be the average of the two graders’ scores.  

• Receipt of A- grade or above in both Phl 485 and Phl 403. 

• Minimum GPA of 3.5 in all Philosophy courses at graduation  

• At least 60 credits in Philosophy 
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In order to have Philosophy Honors applied to their degree, the student must notify 

the Philosophy Department Administrator after he/she applies for graduation and 

before the degree is awarded. 
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