Lumina Foundation for Education

Lumina Foundation for Education, an Indianapolis-
based, private, independent foundation, strives to help
people achieve their potential by expanding access and
success in education beyond high school.

Through grants for research, innovation, communication,
and evaluation, as well as policy education and leader-
ship development, Lumina Foundation addresses issues
that affect access and educational attainment among all
students, particularly underserved student groups, includ-
ing adult learners. The Foundation bases its mission on
the belief that postsecondary education remains one of the
most beneficial investments that individuals can make in
themselves and that society can make in its people.

For more information, visit www.luminafoundation.org.

LUMINAM,

Forwnetiny #ae BOmns aTink

In Memory of Dan Walleri

The primary force behind the Urban Transfer Research
Network multi-institutional research project was Dr. R.
Dan Walleri. Dr. Walleri passed away unexpectedly in July
2005 and is dearly missed by his colleagues. Dr. Walleri
served as Director of Research and Planning at Mt. Hood
Community College in Gresham, Oregon. He is acknowl-
edged locally, across the state, regionally, and nationally as
one of the leading researchers on the community col-

lege, with a focus on issues of educational access and the
critical role of the community college as a foundation for
such access. He dedicated his professional life to enabling
student success, and in particular, to the completion of
the baccalaureate degree by the community college trans-
fer students.
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URBAN TRANSFER RESEARCH NETWORK

The goal of the Urban Transfer Research Network is to increase
the transfer and success rates of community college students
who intend to earn a bachelor’s degree.

About the Grant

The Urban Transfer Research Network(UTRN) is a col-
laborative multi-institutional research project focused on
underrepresented students beginning their postsecondary
careers at community colleges with the goal of attaining

at least the Bachelor’s degree. The purpose of the research
is to chart the pathways and success of the target student
populations and inform institutional policy and practice as
it affects student transfer success. Ultimately, the goal of the
project is to increase the community college transfer rate
and success rate of students attaining the Bachelor’s degree.
By the end of the project, the number of urban regions in-
volved will be expanded so as to eventually impact national
Bachelor’s degree attainment rates by underrepresented
students.

The research will be based on two data streams. The first is
derived from analysis of community college student cohorts
with tracking of their pathways and success in attaining the
Bachelor’s degree. Each of the participating community col-
leges will submit data sets to the participating universities,
where the community college unit records will be merged
with university records. This data stream will include
subgroup analysis specific to underrepresented students.
The second data stream is derived from qualitative research
focused on policy and practice (interviews and focus groups
with students, faculty and staff). Each of the three research
sites will be guided and informed by a Data Advisory Com-
mittee and a Policy Advisory Committee to ensure sound
research practice and to bring about improved institutional
structures and processes to facilitate student transfer and
success. Key personnel include a co-principal investigator
and data analyst for each site in addition to consultants
assisting with specific areas of concern, such as procedures
for identification of low-income students. Grant funds will
also be used to engage an outside evaluator to provide both
formative and summative evaluation of the project.

Partner Institutions and Project Leadership

Portland State University has been working with its co-
principal investigators at Mt. Hood Community College,
Portland Community College, and the University of South
Florida. In July 2006, Arizona State University, East Cam-
pus and Maricopa Community College joined the project.

Kathi Ketcheson, Ph.D.
Project Director and Principal Investigator
Portland State University

Beth J. Pitonzo, Ph.D.
Co-Principal Investigator
Mt. Hood Community College

Jan Ignash, Ph.D.
Co-Principal Investigator
University of South Florida

Gail Hackett, Ph.D.
Co-Principal Investigator
Arizona State University

Nancy Shulock, Ph.D.
Outside Evaluator
California State University - Sacramento

Portland State University has a long history of this type
of work. In 1999, researchers at Portland State and
their partners at the regional community colleges re-
leased a study outlining the patterns of undergraduate
students attending Portland State University and the
regional community colleges. They found that many
students enroll in more than one community college
while enrolled simultaneously ar Portland State. Tu-
ition costs, family and work responsibilities, and course

availability have an impact on enrollment patterns.

Such research projects and partnerships are critical as
over half of all students entering postsecondary educa-

tion for the first time begin at community colleges. In

addition, according to a national study by researcher
Clifford Adelman, the attainment of bachelors degrees

by underserved populations continue to lag behind
those for Caucasians.

Portland State University currently enrolls more than
1,500 students in its co-enrollment programs with
Portland Community College, Clackamas Commu-
nity College, Chemeketa Community College and Mt
Hood Community College. In addition, Portland State
offers degree completion programs on those campuses,

as well as the CAPITAL Center in Hillsboro and Mas-
ters degree programs throughout the state and on-line.




