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“Reshaping the Metropolis” is designed to explore major forces, trends, and ideas that are shaping and reshaping American metropolitan communities. It deals with “hard” forces such as economic restructuring, migration, governmental institutions, and real estate markets. It also deals with social and cultural factors such as racial segregation, environmental values, and attitudes about place.

Setting the Stage
J 6
Challenges and trends: cities in 2020 (more or less)
J 13 
Urban America in an urban world  
J 20
Global Tides: Mobile workers, capital, and information 


(Reading: Davis, Magical Urbanism)
J 27 
Presentations
F 3 
 Stubborn Inequalities: Race and class vs. the edgeless metropolis 
(Reading: Knox, Metroburbia USA or Leinberger, The Option of Urbanism or Bruegmann, Sprawl: A Compact History)

F 10
Presentations
F 17
Presentations  
F 24 
Cities in peril: natural and unnatural catastrophes 

(Reading: Newman, Beatley, and Boyer, Resilient Cities)
M 3
Presentations
M 17
Beyond the UGB: Discussion of memos about other cities [note the skipped week]
Student Responsibilities:

 (1) Each of you should read three books as background for understanding and discussing the different topics. Two of the books are for everyone: Mike Davis, Magical Urbanism and Peter Newman, Timothy Beatley, and Heather Boyer, Resilient Cities. For the third book I had a hard time making up my mind, with the result that you get to choose one of three: Paul Knox, Metroburbia USA, Christopher Leinberger, The Option of Urbanism, or Robert Bruegmann, Sprawl: A Compact History. We’re going to find time to talk about these three and decide which is/are the most useful. 
(2) Class members choose between two options for their major project (50%).. I’m going to talk half the time (with questions and interruptions, of course) and class members will talk the other half. The choice is this: You can do a substantial 15-20 page paper or a 20-minute class presentation which you follow up with a 6-8 page paper. I’ve currently scheduled four days for presentations, which means slots for 12-16 people. This structure responds to suggestions from last year’s class.

I have a set of suggestive topics for presentations and papers. You can respond to these directly or use them to begin thinking about additional questions and subtopics. The common reading is also a good place to find ideas and arguments to develop. 
Presentations should last about 20 minutes. You do not need to use Powerpoint, but you should come with some structured ideas and information to share as a starting point for discussion about implications for planning practice. You should bring a two-page, front/back handout for the other class members that includes an outline; an annotated bibliography of 5+ key sources, and definitions of key terms. For balance, people who do the longer paper should also provide an annotated bibliography of their key sources.
(3) For everyone (25%): Pick a city outside Oregon and write a 1000-word memo that outlines how it is dealing with one of the trends or issues that are identified in the readings, presentations, and discussions. For example, what is Omaha doing about the trend toward new downtown housing? Is Denver planning for the preservation of natural landscapes within the urban fabric? How has Camden, NJ been dealing with neighborhood abandonment? Is there any food systems planning going on in Austin? We’ll share our findings during the last class session.
(4) For everybody (25 %): The following books are recent attempts to analyze and forecast the directions of U.S. or world development. Choose one (or find another and check with me) and write a short (5 page) review that explores the implication of the author’s argument for planning practice during the next 10-20 years.

Stewart Brand, Whole Earth Discipline
Gordon Bell, Total Recall: How the E-Memory Revolution Will Change Everything

William Mitchell, Me++
Thomas Friedmann, Hot, Flat, and Crowded
James Howard Kunstler, The Long Emergency
Mike Davis, World of Slums
Joel Garreau, Radical Evolution
Thomas Barnett, The Pentagon’s New Map

