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Course Description

This seminar critically examines the nature and perceptions of urban poverty in the United States.  First, we explore the characteristics of low-wage work and its role in the perpetuation of poverty. Second, we examine the relationship between poverty discourse and anti-poverty policy. An intellectual history reveals our emphasis on behavior and morality; family, race, and culture; and dependency and responsibility; rather than systemic economic inequality. We trace the intellectual roots of the 1960’s War on Poverty through the “War on Welfare” of the Reagan era. Last, we explore the economic, social, political, and spatial mechanisms through which the poor are permanently kept at the bottom layer of society.                     
Course Requirements

You are required to keep up with the course material and take two take-home exams. You will review a book on urban poverty (or closely related subject) and present it in class.

Assignments:



Percent:

Due Dates:

Book Review




 20%


To be scheduled 

Midterm Exam



 40%


May 12


 

Final Exam




 40%

 
June 9







100%

Required Texts:

· Katz, Michael B. The Undeserving Poor: From the War on Poverty to the War on Welfare. Pantheon, 1990.

· Massey, Douglas S. Categorically Unequal: The American Stratification System. NY: Russell Sage Foundation, 2007.
· Pimpare, Stephen. A People’s History of Poverty in America. NY: The New Press, 2008.
· Shulman, Beth. The Betrayal of Work: How Low-Wage Jobs Fail 30 Million Americans and Their Families. NY: The New Press, 2005 (Second Edition). 
The books are at the PSU Bookstore. Other readings will be made available electronically or through the PSU Library.

Schedule of Topics and Readings
March 31
INTRODUCTION
April 7
LOW WAGE WORK: FUNCTIONS AND CHARACTERISTICS


Gans, Herbert T. The Positive Functions of the Poverty. The American Journal of Sociology, 78,2:275-289, 1972.
Shulman. Chapters 1-5.

April 14
DISTORTIONS AND MIS-REPRESENTATIONS OF THE IMPOVERISHED
Shulman. Chapters 6-8.

Gilens, Martin. Race and Poverty in America: Public Misperceptions and the American News Media. Public Opinion Quarterly, 60:515-541, 1996. 

O’Connor, Alice. Poverty Research and Policy for the Post-Welfare Era. Annual Review of Sociology, 
26:547-62, 2000.

Smeeding, Timothy, Lee Rainwater, and Gary Burtless. United States Poverty in Cross National Context. Chapter 16 in The Inequality reader: Contemporary and Foundational Readings in Race, Class, and Gender. Edited by David B. Grusky and Szonja Szelenyi. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2007. 

*April 21
VOICES OF THE IMPOVERISHED I: COMMUNITY AND SURVIVAL

Pimpare. Introduction, Chapters 1-4.

*No Class Meeting
April 28
VOICES OF THE IMPOVERISHED II: RESPECT, REPRESSION, HOPE, AND RESISTANCE

Pimpare. Chapters 5-9, Epilogue. 
May 5

 THE WAR ON POVERTY: RESPONDING TO URBAN UNREST

Katz. Introduction, Chapters 1-3.

Massey, D. and Nancy A. Denton. The Construction of the Ghetto. Chapter 2 in American Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of the Underclass. Boston: Harvard University Press, 1993.
May 12
INDUSTRIALIZATION, DEINDUSTRIALIZATION, AND URBAN POVERTY 
Hall, Peter. The City of Dreadful Night. Chapter 2 in Cities of Tomorrow: An Intellectual History of urban Planning and Design in the Twentieth Century. Oxford, UK: Basil Blackwell, 1988.

Katz. Chapter 4.
May 19
FROM THE ‘DANGEROUS CLASS’ TO THE ‘UNDERCLASS’:1880-2010
Hall, Peter. The City of the Permanent Underclass. Chapter 12 in Cities of Tomorrow: An Intellectual History of urban Planning and Design in the Twentieth Century. Oxford, UK: Basil Blackwell, 1988.

Wilson, William Julius. Social Change and Social Dislocations in the Inner City. Chapter 2 in The Truly Disadvantaged: the Inner City, the Underclass, and Public Policy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987.

Katz. Chapter 5, Epilogue.

Crump, Jeff. Deconcentration by Demolition: Public Housing, Poverty, and Urban Policy. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 20:581-596, 2002.

Greenbaum, Susan. Poverty and the Willful Destruction of Social Capital: Displacement and Dispossession in African American Communities. Rethinking Marxism, 20:1, 2008.

May 26
THE STRUCTURE AND MAINTENANCE OF INEQUALITY I 

Massey. Chapters 1-3.

Gibson, Karen J. Bleeding Albina: A History of Community Disinvestment, 1940-2000. Transforming Anthropology, 15:1, 2007.

June 2
 THE STRUCTURE AND MAINTENANCE OF INEQUALITY II 

Massey. Chapters 4-6.

June 9
Final exams due in Urban Studies Office.
*No class meeting.
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