 USP 549: Regional Planning and Metropolitan Growth Management

Winter Term, 2011

10 am – 12:40 pm, Wednesday, URBN 270

Ethan Seltzer

seltzere@pdx.edu    503-725-5169

Office Hours: Monday morning, or anytime via email.
Introduction:
This course will explore regional planning and metropolitan growth management in the United States today through an examination of historical and contemporary regional planning practice.  The course will begin with an overview of the history of regional planning in America, including the evolution of thought regarding regionalism and the nature of regions. Examples of regional plans will be used as the basis for examining assumptions, approaches, and methods serving as the foundation for regional planning practice. Given current efforts to address issues of regional growth at the metropolitan scale throughout North America, the course will pay particular attention to the principles, approaches, and methods of growth management generally, and specifically with respect to metropolitan regions. 

Course Reading: All books are available at the PSU bookstore and all other readings are posted on the D2L site for this course….
MacKaye, Benton   1928(1990)   The New Exploration: A Philosophy of Regional Planning   University of Illinois Press, Urbana-Champaign

McKinney, Matthew J.  and Shawn Johnson   2009   Working Across Boundaries: People, Nature, and Regions   Cambridge, MA: Lincoln Institute of Land Policy
Porter, Douglas R.   2008   Managing Growth in America’s Communities, Second Edition    Island Press, Washington, D.C.

Course Schedule: 

January 5:
Course overview/what is a region/regional planning history/reading plans/introduction to the Cascadia Project (Fishman 1: National Planning for America; Branding Cascadia)

January 12: 
Regional Planning in America I (MacKaye – all; Fishman 2)

January 19: 
Regional Planning in America II (McHarg, Nature in the City; Hise, Whither the Region?; Healey, Collaborative Planning)

January 26: 
Regional Planning in America III (McKinney – all)



Midterm Essay Assignment Distributed

February 2:
Growth Management I (Porter – chapters 1-4)

Midterm Essay Due

February 4:
Meeting with UW class in Portland – presentation and discussion of HSR Project Findings

February 9: 
Growth Management II (Porter – chapters 5-9)

February 16: 
Metropolitan Planning (Knaap and Lewis)

February 23: 
Metro Making the Greatest Places I

(http://www.oregonmetro.gov/index.cfm/go/by.web/id=31389 - video


http://www.metro-region.org/index.cfm/go/by.web/id=24244…regional framework plan, urban growth management functional plan, 2040 growth concept, Metro Charter; Read/scan Metro Region Ag Report)
March 2:
 Metro Making the Greatest Places II (Metro Community Investment Strategy; 


OAPA Regional Planning Report)

March 4: 
Meeting with UW class in Seattle - presentation and review of their findings for 


the HSR project. Discussion of overall project conclusions.

March 9: 
Course wrap-up/future prospects and emerging trends



Final Paper Due

Course Requirements:
· Midterm Essay – 20%

· Cascadia High Speed Rail Project – 35% 

· Paper – 30%

· Class Participation – 15%

Cascadia High Speed Rail Joint Project: Identifying Impacts, Maximizing Benefits and Exploring Implementation Options – At the instigation of the Federal Government, states are now pursuing a range of high and higher speed passenger rail projects.  In Cascadia, the discussion of high(er) speed rail has been going on for some time.  The Cascades rail service, run by Amtrak but sharing tracks owned and used by freight rail companies, has been the backbone for passenger rail in the corridor starting in Eugene and running north to Vancouver, BC.  The primary link is the one between Portland and Seattle, and the state of Washington has received over $600 million from USDOT to make important upgrades for passenger rail.  Oregon is beginning work on the DEIS for enhanced service from Portland to Eugene.  However, throughout the corridor, several important questions remain:

· What is the actual alignment and what does it imply for service?

· What are the impacts of high or higher speed rail on corridor cities?  How does it enable or frustrate their ability to accomplish locally identified planning and development goals?

· What are the details for the institutional and financial development and operation of enhanced passenger service in the corridor?
To explore these questions, we’ll join with a class at the University of Washington Evans School of Public Affairs to develop a joint report on high speed rail in Cascadia.  The project will have two parts: 
Part 1 – to be carried out by USP 549 class, product due on Februar 4, 2011:
· Identify baseline route, alignment and system attributes

· Assemble and analyze existing state, regional and local comprehensive plans in the HSR corridor

· Identify likely impacts on the corridor’s environment, municipalities, residents and businesses consistent with the comprehensive land use and transportation plans

· Identify the potential benefits of HSR 

· Develop a set of principles to guide future analysis and implementation The products of this inquiry will be developed by Ethan Seltzers USP 549 class and presented to Dan Carlson’s PBAF 544 class at a seminar in Portland on Friday, February 4, 2011.
Part 2:  using the information developed in Part 1, the UW class will:

· Identify the policy implications of developing a Cascadia HSR with particular emphasis on community development, economic development, growth management and the environment

· Explore and analyze options for financing, governing, and operating regional HSR passenger service in order to optimize potential benefits at the local and regional level. The products of this inquiry will be developed by Dan Carlson’s PBAF 544 class and presented to Ethan Seltzer’s USP 549 class at a seminar in Seattle on Friday, March 4, 2011.

Note that our contribution needs to be completed by February 4, and that we’ll be providing our findings to the UW class here in Portland at a special workshop on the afternoon of February 4.  Also, we’ll be going to Seattle to review the whole project on March 4.  Both of these workshop sessions are absolutely required for participation in the class.  To hit the ground running, we’ll create teams based on geography at our first class on January 5.  I’ve posted a High Speed Rail (HSR) Library on the D2L site for this class.  We’ll discuss what’s in there on January 5, but to get started, read the OSPIRG HSR Study posted in the HSR Library under the first class.  Your team’s product will count for 35% of your grade for the course.

Class Participation:  This class will be run as a seminar.  Students will help to facilitate discussions.  Each class period will consist of both discussions of the reading material and an opportunity to workshop the Cascadia Agenda Project.  Class participation will count for15% of the course grade.  Class participation will be evaluated by the Professor based on his assessment of contributions made by each student during class discussions, and may include a peer assessment as well on the last day of the term.
Midterm Take-Home Essay: There will be a short but engaging mid-term essay covering the readings and class discussions that we’ll have in the first half of the course.  You can use any resources you want, consult with anyone you want, but must submit your own work.  The midterm will provide 20% of your final grade.

Paper:  Regional planning and metropolitan growth management cover a lot of ground.  There is a lot to look at and much to wonder about.  Each student in the class will develop a short research paper on a topic of their choosing.  It can address theory, practice, methods, or any combination.  We’ll discuss possible topics in the first part of the course, with the final paper due on the last day of class.  For those interested, I’ve developed and posted two bibliographies drawn from the regional planning literature on my website.  You can get there off the “faculty” page in the “people” section of the “about” page of the TSUSP website. There will be no final for this course.  The paper will account for 30% of your final grade.
Please note: Incompletes will not be granted.  Please plan accordingly.  Finally, please see the instructor if you have a documented disability and need accommodations to fully participate in this course.  
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