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Downtown Revitalization deals with the growth, problems, and future of big city downtowns and smaller commercial districts in neighborhoods and towns.  It examines the evolution of commercial districts, introduces theoretical explanations of commercial location, and looks at alternative approaches for maintaining activities in older commercial areas.  The underlying assumption is that viable downtowns not only perform important economic functions but also provide shared space within otherwise fragmented metropolitan communities.

Student Responsibilities
 Students will be responsible for the following assignments due at points during the term.

The first assignment (25 percent of grade) will be short individual projects on patterns of commercial activity within Portland.  The purpose is to use Portland to test general models of retail behavior. Class members will be divided among two subassignments. 

The second assignment will be group projects to examine the nature and progress of downtown revitalization in the metro area’s regional centers and town centers (50 percent). What’s happening in Vancouver, Gresham, Milwaukee, Oregon City, Tualatin, Tigard, Hillsboro? What’s the comprehensive plan say about the downtown? What are the recent success stories (reinvestment, activity centers)? What are the organizations and agencies involved with downtown, and what are their missions? What have been the missed opportunities? What are the next targets? 

Write a final essay evaluating one of the following handy guides to downtown revitalization (25 percent):

o Jennifer Moulton, “Ten Steps to a Living Downtown.” At http://www.brookings.edu/reports/1999/10downtownredevelopment_moulton.aspx 

o Christopher Leinberger, “Turning around Downtown: Twelve Steps to Revitalization.” At http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2005/03downtownredevelopment_leinberger.aspx 
By the rules and regulations of Portland State University, students registered for graduate credit in a 400/500 course do "something more." I'd like each grad student to research and report to class on an interesting downtown/commercial revitalization initiative in a city outside Oregon and SW Washington.  

Class schedule
Jan. 4:
  Why centers matter

  (Read: Shore; Glaeser; Birch 1)  
Jan. 11:  History and theory:  Market centers, small towns

  (Read: Section 1 in Francaviglia)  
Jan. 25:  The evolution of retailing and office space: 


  From corner stores to lifestyle centers 

  Downtown, edge cities, and edgeless cities


  (Read: Ford, Lang)
Feb. 1:
  Planning Strategies:  From comprehensive plans to megaprojects


  (Read: Altshuler and Luberoff; Chapin; Sanders)
Feb. 8:  Main Street approaches

  (Read: Section 2 in Francaviglia; Filion; Robertson)
Feb. 15: Historic preservation as a downtown tool:  


  East side walking tour and Architectural Heritage Center
   


  (Read: Section 3 in Francaviglia)

Feb 22:   Downtown as community: housing in downtown strategies

   (Read: Birch 2; Leinberger)
Mar. 1:   Cultural centers: Education and the arts 

   (Read: Grodach; Wolpert; Perry; Perry, Wiewel, and Menendez)
Mar. 8:  Presentation and discussion of group project findings

Reading: 
The background reading is found in one book by Richard Francaviglia and a number of articles, reports, and working papers available online.
Richard Francaviglia, Main Street Revisited: Time, Space, and Image Building in Small Town America
Larry Ford, “Midtowns, Megastructures, and World Cities,” Geographical Review, 1998 (88:4): 1998: 528-47. Online through PSU Library.
Alan Altshuler and David Luberoff, “The Changing Politics of Mega-Projects.” At http://www.lincolninst.edu/pubs/850_The-Changing-Politics-of-Urban-Mega-Projects 

Eugenie Birch (1), “Downtown in the New American City,” Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science (2009).  At http://ann/sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/626/1/134
Eugenie Birch (2), “Who Lives Downtown.”  At http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2005/11downtownredevelopment_birch.aspx 
Tim Chapin, “Sports Facilities as Urban Development Catalysts: Assessing Baltimore’s Camden Yards and Cleveland’s Gateway Complex,” Journal of the American Planning Association, 70(2): pp. 193-209.  Online thru PSU Library.
Pierre Filion, et al., “The Successful Few: Healthy Core Areas of Small Metropolitan Regions,” Journal of the American Planning Association. 2004 (70:3): 328-343. Online thru PSU Library.

Edward Glaeser, “Demand for Density? The Functions of the City in the 21st Century.”  At www.brookings.edu/articles/2000/summer_downtownredevel. 
Carl Grodach, Museums as Cultural Catalysts: The Role of Urban Design in Flagship Cultural Development,” Journal of Urban Design, 2008 (13:2): 195-212. Online through PSU Library.

Robert Lang, “Office Sprawl: The Evolving Geography of Business.”  At http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2000/10metropolitanpolicy_lang.aspx 

Christopher Leinberger, “Footloose and Fancy Free: A Field Survey of Walkable Urban Places in the Top 30 U.S. Metropolitan Areas.”  At http://www.brookings.edu/papers/2007/1128_walkableurbanism_leinberger.aspx 
David Perry, et al., “360 Degree of Development: Universities as Real Estate Developers in Atlanta.”  At https://www.lincolninst.edu/pubs/dl/1564_789_Perry%20Final.pdf 

David Perry, Wim Wiewel, and Carrie Menendez, “The University’s Role in Urban Development: From Enclave to Anchor.” At https://www.lincolninst.edu/pubs/dl/1647_862_Article%201.pdf 

Portland Planning Bureau. The Central Portland Plan 2008: At. http://www.portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=181536 
Kent Robertson, “Can Small-City Downtowns Remain Viable?” Journal of the American Planning Association, 1999 (65:3): 270-283.  Online thru PSU Library.
Heywood Sanders, “Convention Myths and Markets,” Economic Development Quarterly 2003 (16:3): 195-210 and “Premises and Performance of Convention headquarters Hotels,” Economic Development Journal, 2005 (4:1): 33-43. Online thru PSU Library.
William B. Shore, “Recentralization: The Single Answer To More Than a Dozen United states Problems and a Major Answer To Poverty,” Journal of the American Planning Association, 1995 (61): 496-503. Online through PSU Library.
Julian Wolpert, et al., “The Locations of Nonprofit Facilities in Urban Areas.” At https://www.lincolninst.edu/pubs/dl/111_WolpertNaphtaliSeley01.pdf 

Karin Thalhammer, “The Pulse of Portland Neighborhood Retail Corridors.” At http://www.pdx.edu/sites/www.pdx.edu.realestate/files/media_assets/RE_2008quarterly.pdf   
Portland Plan: Central Portland Plan Assessment (2008) http://www.portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=181536 
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Assignment 1 (a)

Neighborhood Commercial Districts

Pick one of Metro’s Regional Mainstreets:



Denver Ave south of Columbia



Killingsworth from I-5 to MLK



Broadway from MLK to 15th



Broadway from 15th to 24th



Broadway from 24th to 33rd



Fremont from 42nd to 57th 



Sandy from 102nd to 111th



Hawthorne from 39th to 50th



Division from 28th to 39th



Glisan from 70th to 82nd


Foster from 63rd to 82nd


Lombard from Reno to Oswego Sts. (St. Johns)



Lombard from Peninsular to Interstate

Categorize the parcels along the street by type of use.



Vacant business space

Retail: convenience goods, shopper goods, specialty goods



Service: personal, professional



Institutional: local clients, citywide clients



Residential



Other

Write a one page summary memo and include agraphic and/or tabular analysis of the data.  Consider the role that your mainstreet now plays in the retail and service ecology of Portland.

Convenience goods: food, eating and drinking places, delis, drugs and cosmetics, laundry and dry cleaning, bakery, gas stations, “convenience stores”

Shopper goods [goods that every household uses but usually involve comparison shopping]: clothing and accessories, shoes, furniture and home furnishings, household appliances, home electronics, hardware, home improvement, auto supply, florist, books and music, sporting goods, cameras, automobiles, general variety and merchandise stores, “expense account” restaurants

Specialty goods [high end items that only a fraction of households consume]: art galleries, antiques, 

Personal services: health clubs, shoe repair, hair care, movies, other recreation

Business/professional services: attorneys, insurance, medical 

care, copy services, travel agents, accountants

Local institutions: public schools, branch libraries, post office branches, neighborhood churches

Citywide institutions: downtown churches, elite private schools, offices of organizations and labor unions
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Assignment 1 (b)

Neighborhood Commercial Use and Access

Choose one of the same mainstreets studied by the students doing assignment 1 (b).

Observe the street for at least an hour at a minimum of two different times of the day/week (e.g., weekday afternoon, Saturday morning).  

Write a one page memo discussing the ways in which people actually access and use the street and include graphic representations or summaries as appropriate.  In particular, focus on questions of movement into and around the district.  You might ask the following sorts of questions: Where do people park?  How many stores are patronized on one trip?  What are pedestrian patterns? 

You might also want to offer some objective information on the availability and pattern of parking spaces and on the relative orientation to automobiles vs. pedestrians.  Here are some possible ways to categorize observations--you may think of others:



Number of on street and off street spaces 



Proportion of businesses with off street parking



Proportion of commercial buildings set behind a



   parking lot vs. proportion built to sidewalk




Proportion of auto-serving business (auto service,



   car stereos, etc.)



Proportion of businesses whose normal product is



   too big or heavy for one person to carry



   (such as a lumber yard or appliances)  

For the direct observation of behavior, you will not be able to cover the entire 10 or 12 block stretch; instead, pick what you think is a key activity corner or block.


