PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY

NOHAD A. TOULAN SCHOOL OF URBAN STUDIES AND PLANNING
USP 525, Spring 2011    DESIGN ANALYSIS IN PLANNING (2 credits)

COURSE INFORMATION

Meeting Time
Monday 14:00 – 15:50 pm

Location

ASRC 001

Instructor

Richard A. Potestio AIA




503.381.9719




rick@potestiostudio.com
Office Hrs.

by appointment via phone or email.

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

DESCRIPTION

Urban design is the discipline by which designers configure the relationships between spaces, streets, buildings and infrastructure with regard for the experiential quality of the public realm.  Urban designers consider how people understand, interact and identify with urban places.  

This course will introduce urban design concepts, historic precedents, and current practices employed by public planning agencies and private design firms.  It is intended to provide you with a foundation to understand the basic design characteristics of the built environment. It will provide a basis by which you may evaluate the relationship between planning and design. It will introduce you to the design professional’s lexicon.

Through readings, lectures, field trips, and classroom discussion, we will explore theories of urban design and their application to the urban environment.  Assignments will utilize Portland’s neighborhoods and features as the study topics. 
OBJECTIVES

▪ To understand design theories and practices as these relate to urban planning

▪ To understand design parameters as they relate to urban elements  

▪ To gain experience in observing and critiquing the built environment
▪ To address the distinction and interdependence of design professionals
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COURSE READINGS

The course readings are selected to give you an introduction to the issues planners face in light of the environmental, social and political challenges of this century.  Reading assignments are intended to provide context for lectures and discussions.  Suggested readings are intended to broaden your scope of understanding with regard to urban design theory.

Required Texts:

   Duany, Andres, and others  The Smart Growth Manual. McGraw Hill 2010
   Lamar, Dylan, Urbanize and Insulate. Green Hammer

Highly Suggested Texts:

Lynch, Kevin,  The Image of the City. MIT Press, 1960 

Whyte, William, The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces.  Project for Public Spaces, 1980.

Jacobs, Allan,  Great Streets. MIT Press, 1995
Duany and Plater-Zyberk. Towns and Town-making Principles. Rizzoli, 1991

Arendt, Randall, Crossroads, Hamlet, Village, Town. American Planning Assoc.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

Four projects will be assigned over the term. Two will be individually prepared work, and two will be team projects, however students may collaborate on all projects. 

Projects are to be presented on 11x17 format AND digital PDF format emailed to the professor. A minimum and maximum suggested number of pages is provided for each project. The final project will be presented in Power Point (or similar). 

Projects are to be a combination of written and graphic content. Written content must be original.  Graphic content should include original drawings, sketches, diagrams and digitally generated images, and may include materials sourced from books and the internet. Data bases, including Google Maps and Google Earth may be used.

Drawing quality will NOT be a consideration for grading, however clarity in meaning and information will be. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING
Class Participation

20 points

Assignment #1: Urban Form Comparison (Individual)
20 points
     2-4 pages

Assignment #2: Public Space Analysis (Group)
20 points
     4-6 pages

Assignment #3: Street Analysis (Individual)
20 points
     4-6 pages

Assignment #4: Densification Proposal (Group)
20 points
     6-8 pages

TOTAL POINTS                                                                      100 points 

GRADE POINT VALUE:  A: over 90pts;  A-: 85-90pts;  B+: 80-85pts;  B: 75-80pts

COURSE PARTICIPATION CRITERIA

This class will be conducted as a seminar.  Lectures will be treated as presentations to facilitate discussion.  To benefit from this course you must be present, prepared and willing to participate.  Each of you brings valuable experience, knowledge and perspectives that will enrich the learning experience and your project work. Sharing your views will be essential to the success of the course. 

Class Participation is worth 20% of your grade, but is also a consideration for grading of group work.

Attendance: 
Mandatory and on time. If you are not able to attend or must arrive late or leave early, please notify professor in advance.

Participation: 
Attention to speaker, be it professor, guest or fellow student. Interaction with regard to question/answer and discussion aspects of the course. There are no wrong opinions and yours will be of value. If your opinion has been voiced, for the sake of discourse, you are encouraged to take an alternative position.
Preparation:
Read assigned reading and suggested reading. Have the field-work done. Complete assignments on time.

Respect: 
Respect the viewpoints of the speakers and fellow students. You will also be responsible to understand the values and positions of those not able to be present in a university context.
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COURSE SCHEDULE subject to change
1) MARCH 28: INTRODUCTIONS

Student and Professor introductions.  Student Survey, Team Formation 

Course and Assignment description

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION: 

“How design can address the urban/environmental challenges of our time”

2) APRIL 4: URBAN FORM PRECEDENTS

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION:

“Urban Form—are history’s best urban designers Dictators, Generals and Popes?

ASSIGNMENT ONE:  Urban Form/Design Comparison, Individual Project 

READINGS: Duany, The Smart Growth Manual.  Lamar, Urbanize and Insulate pg. 1-59

3) APRIL 11: THE PUBLIC REALM: STREETS AND BOULEVARDS 

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION:

“Streets for feet and modern modes of travel”

ASSIGNMENT ONE DUE
ASSIGNEMET TWO: Street Analysis. Individual Project

SUGGESTED READING: Jacobs, Great Streets
4) APRIL 18: THE PUBLIC REALM: URBAN PLACES

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION:

“If we’re not protesting, does it rally matter?”

ASSIGNMENT TWO DUE
ASSIGNMENT THREE: Public Space analysis. Group Project

SUGGESTED READING: Whyte, The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces
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5) APRIL 25: EVOLUTION OF THE PUBLIC SQUARE 

FIELD TRIP: MEET IN FRONT OF REC CENTER AT CLOCK
The Halprin Fountains, Pioneer Square and Director’s Park 
6) MAY 2: THE PRIVATE REALM: BUILDING TYPES AND STYLES

PRESENTAION/DISCUSSION:

“Mundane to Monumental: building blocks of the urban fabric”

ASSIGNMENT THREE DUE
*OPTIONAL FIELD TRIP:

NW Portland’s housing prototypes 

7) MAY 9: RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

GUEST PANEL PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION

Members of the Portland and Gresham Planning Dept.s and Design Commissions discuss design guidelines and regulations.

ASSIGNMENT FOUR: Densification proposal. Group Project.

8) MAY 16: WORKING WITH DESIGN REGULATIONS

GUEST PANEL PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION

Local architects discuss how they addressed design regulations with the goal of achieving innovation in design. 

9) MAY 23: URBAN FORM: THE CONTEMPORARY CITY

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION:

“How dense can we be?”

*OPTIONAL FIELD TRIP:

King’s Hill Historic District and Nob Hill. 

MAY 30: HOLIDAY

10) JUNE 8, Wed: 12:30 – 14:20 

ASSIGNEMENT FOUR DUE: GROUP POWER POINT PRESENTATIONS

*OPTIONAL FIELD TRIPS WILL BE HELD AFTER CLASS. TRANSPORTATION TO STARTING POINT IS BY STUDENT. FIELD TRIPS ARE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED, BUT DUE TO LIMITATIONS OF CLASS TIME, WILL NOT BE REQUIRED. 
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STUDENT SURVEY

NAME







AGE

EMAIL

PHONE

HOME TOWN






COUNTRY

COUNTRIES VISITED

NEIGHBORHOOD OF RESIDENCE IN PORTLAND

TYPE OF RESIDENCE

MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION

PROFFESSION, (CURRENT OR ANTICIPATED)

RELATED COURSES TAKEN

FAVORITE RECREATION ACTIVITY

COMMENTS:

