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 “The post-September 11 war on terrorism has enhanced 

Turkey’s strategic importance for the U.S.  Turkey is the 
most reliable and stable U.S. ally in the region and the best 
prevailing example of a secular, democratic Muslim-majority 
state. Its increased stature ameliorates Turkey’s often 
problematic image on Capitol Hill but it does not fully 
obviate Turkey’s need to deal with the difficult issues that 
produced this image. The interplay of these factors will 
determine the future of US-Turkish ties and, in turn, deeply 
influence the outcome of U.S. policies in Turkey’s 
neighboring regions.” - A. Makovsky. 
 

 
Alan Makovsky is a senior professional staff 
member with the Committee on International 
Affairs of the U.S. House of Representatives.  
Previously, he worked as a senior fellow at the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, as a 
special advisor to the special Middle East 
Coordinator of the US State Department, as a 
staff consultant/foreign affairs advisor for Senator 
Moynihan, and was a key political advisor for 
Operation Provide Comfort for the US State 
Department in Turkey.  In addition to Turkish 
politics, Makovsky specializes in Arab-Israeli 
relations and the politics of the Middle East.  He 
has  numerous publications in these fields 
including an edited book with Sabri Sayari on 
Turkey’s New World.  Alan Makovsky has 
received many recognitions and awards for his 
work over the years including the National 
Intelligence Medal of Achievement. He has two 
masters degrees from Princeton University and 
the University of Michigan.   
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