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EXPLORING A TEACHING CAREER IN SPECIAL EDUCATION
Website: http://www.pdx.edu/sped-coun/special_ed.html
Why special education?

· Highly rewarding work with individual students and small groups of students. 
· Work not only with student but also with families and classroom teachers.

· A teaching career that involves social change and advocacy. 

· High job security and many teaching opportunities.

What Financial Aide and Loan Reduction is available?

· Federal scholarships and PSU scholarships through the special education department in some specializations. 
· Special educators may be eligible for federal programs for loan forgiveness and loan elimination after they begin teaching (up to $17,500 in 2007). To learn more:
Website: http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/teachercancel.jsp?tab=repaying
What kind of teacher education programs are available in special education?

· Dual licensure/master’s degree in elementary and special education

· Dual licensure/master’s degree in middle level and special education    

· Dual licensure/master’s degree in secondary and special education    

· Elementary special education/master’s degree

· Middle/secondary special education/master’s degree

· Early Intervention/early childhood/master’s degree special education

· Teachers of visually impaired/master’s degree

How Can I Learn More About Special Education?

1. Visit the special education program at Portland State University.

Come to a general advising session. Call (503)725-4619 or stop by Room 204 in the Graduate School of Education to pick up a schedule. Advising is offered every term by faculty in the special education program who are available to answer your questions.   

http://www.pdx.edu/education/advising.html
2. Visit the special education program website at: 

Website: http://www.pdx.edu/sped-coun/special_ed.html
3. Enroll in an undergraduate course. The following courses provide valuable information:
	SPED 199 & 410 Careers in Special Education - 1 credit
Offered every fall and spring term – class meets three evenings with a field trip on one day (8:30 – 3:00) to visit programs.

Course Description:

Many college students are not aware of the many different teaching and consultation opportunities available in the field of special education. In addition to classroom teaching, some special educators work with infants and their families, others with college students with learning differences, and still others work in a wide range of educational and therapeutic programs for children. In this course students will learn about the demand for special educators and the range of professional opportunities available. Teachers and other professionals will visit with the class, talking about their work and why they chose this field. Students will also visit programs in the community. 
                                                                     

	UNST 421  Senior Capstone: Learning From and About Persons with Significant Disabilities - 6 credits
(Or: SPED 460 Outdoor Education and Recreation with Persons with Disabilities)

Website: www.pdx.edu/sped-coun/kiwanis.html
Offered four times during PSU summer session (Weeks 1-2, Weeks 3-4, Weeks 5-6, and Weeks 7-8). Call (503) 725-3380 for an application and brochure that describes this class. Students must apply and be accepted in order to enroll. 

Course Description:

This is a two-week experience serving as a live-in counselor trainee for children and adults with significant disabilities at camp at Mt. Hood. Counselors work in groups of 8 counselors with 2 staff to help campers participate in canoeing, swimming, hiking, arts and crafts, songs and skits, adventure course, fishing, and horseback riding. 


	SPED 418/518 Survey of Exceptional Children - 3 credits         
Offered fall, winter, spring, and summer terms

Course Description:
Survey of the Exceptional Learner is offered at the undergraduate and graduate levels. The course focuses on legislation regarding education, legal rights and processes, categories of exceptionality, characteristics of learners with exceptionalities, collaboration with others, and teaching strategies for all children. Note: This is a prerequisite for the Special Education program.



4. Explore the special education profession’s organization, the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).
The website is: http://www.cec.sped.org
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