Annual Report 2008-2009
Marge Terdal, President
To plagiarize from Bruce Stern’s annual report for 2006-2007, the words ‘even keel’ describe this year with RAPS.  
Programs continued to provide the best opportunity for RAPS members to socialize with old and new friends and to learn more about current happenings on campus.  Thanks to President-Elect Larry Sawyer for providing a good variety of programs, from tours to speakers—and for his recording these for posterity.  We heard from PSU President Wim Wievel at three of those programs. Thanks also to the PSU Bookstore for providing book store gift certificates and to the Viking Athletics for free football tickets for the fall opener.

The monthly RAPS Sheet, under the more-than-capable editorship of Doug Swanson, reached our 250+ members with stories and photos of the most recent programs; news from the Book, Bridge and Hiking groups;  more “Past Tense” columns; and detailed “In Memoriam” features written by Vic Dahl.  The layout of the RAPS Sheet, moving the President’s Message to the second page, and highlighting certain features, improved the overall look of the RAPS Sheet.  Thanks to Doug also for all his work on the first RAPS Directory and the first annual update of the directory.

The RAPS website, also a valuable resource for publicizing information about RAPS past and upcoming events, has shown steady improvement over the year, particularly the Photo Gallery, thanks to work by Webmaster Bob Pearson.  PSU’s Communications Unit has given approval for the RAPS website to move to the Drupal platform. Office Manager, MiMi Bernal-Graves will begin work on this in June.

RAPS established the following policy statement for determining whether or not to include links from other individuals or organizations. “The purpose of the links posted on the RAPS website is to provide a service to the RAPS membership.  The content of these links should be non-controversial in nature.  Links involving political or religious activity will be excluded from the website.  A disclaimer stating that placement of the links does not indicate endorsement by RAPS will be placed on the website immediately above the non-PSU links.  Decisions regarding which links are posted on the website are subject to RAPS Board approval after being reviewed by the Webmaster and two additional board members.” 
We all breathed a huge sigh of relief when our office manager, MiMi Bernal Graves, agreed to stay on for a second year. I especially appreciate her strong sense of responsibility, her organizational ability, her efficiency in completing tasks on time, her technological expertise, and her pleasant voice on the telephone welcoming questions and comments from all who contact the office.  And she even washes cups after the board meetings, fetches coffee, and brings cookies—all above and beyond the call of duty! 
RAPS involvement with history preservation was highlighted this Spring. In February  over 100 RAPS members and Vanport alumni enjoyed a panel discussion of Vanport experiences and unveiling of the Vanport wall display. Steve Brannan, Gordon Solie, and Roger Moseley were well-deserving recipients of awards at the President’s Luncheon in April for their years of work with the History Preservation Committee. Likewise, Mary Brannan was delighted with the publication of the Pictorial History Book and its dedication at a well-attended ceremony at the Millar Library in April.  That was only one of several reasons why Mary received the Outstanding Retired Faculty Award at the President’s Luncheon.
Bob Tufts carried out his duties as Past President very effectively—chairing the membership committee and the elections committee.  Bruce Stern—past, past president—also accomplished his responsibility as chair of the Awards committee.  Thanks to both of you for continued participation on the board and for offering me advice and suggestions throughout the year. I now know what to expect in the next two years as I continue on the Board.
Thanks to Joan Shireman for preparing minutes promptly after each board meeting and to Bob Vogelsang for working with MiMi on the monthly treasurer’s report.  Each of our members-in-large, Jan DeCarrico, Dawn White, and Charlene Levesque, has participated on one or more of the RAPS committees.  Jan’s term ends in June; thank you, Jan, for your work on elections and awards.
Again this year, co-chairs of the Social Friendship Committee, Vic and Beryl Dahl, organized the potlucks and helped with the ice cream social.  Vic tried to organize a sub-committee to provide visits or phone calls to retirees who are experiencing a life crisis, but thus far this has been limited primarily to preparing obituaries for the RAPS Sheet.  

RAPS has continued to maintain a strong relationship with other university retirement associations.  Larry Sawyer served as our representative to the Association of Retirement Organizations in Higher Education (AROHE) in October in Los Angeles.  Vic and Beryl Dahl represented us at the regional retirement association meeting in Seattle in May.  And Bob Vogelsang has kept us well informed of activities of the regional retirement association.  Larry and Bob also formed a sub-committee to develop a scholarship for a PSU student.
As President, I chaired board meetings, maintained communication with the RAPS office, attended three Faculty Senate meetings as an Ex-officio member, wrote the monthly president’s message for the RAPS Sheet, wrote letters and signed forms, and appreciated all the suggestions and comments from the Board and other RAPS members.

Here are some suggestions for the coming year:

· Implement the RAPS scholarship (raise money and grant it in Spring)
· Increase active membership (get more people actively involved)
· Raise money (perhaps increase dues or collect money at events that provide food)
· Follow-up on results from outreach survey (appoint a sub-committee)
