RAPS Annual Report: 2006-2007 

Bruce Stern,  President
I think that the words “even keel” describe the RAPS year.  We accomplished much, had a high level of board involvement, but still left a few things on the table for next year’s capable board.

In my mind the two aspects of RAPS that are central are programming and our newsletter.  Bob Tufts developed a balanced and interesting program for the year.   The quality of speakers and their messages were very high.  Thanks go out to Ken Brown, President of the PSU Bookstore, for once again providing speakers with gift cards.  Please show your gratitude by shopping at the bookstore.

We began the program year with Jack Cooper editing the RAPS Sheet.  We ended the year with Doug Swanson as editor.  I thank Jack for many years of service as our editor and appreciate the continued quality and innovation offered by Doug Swanson.  A debt of gratitude goes to Vic Dahl for his tireless behind-the-scenes work in providing the obituaries of our departed members.  
Other important means of communicating with our board and members are through our RAPS website and through board minutes and program photos provided by our able secretary.  Hats off to Larry Sawyer and Robert Pearson for their contributions.  Somehow we need to get more current photos taken by Larry onto our website.

The highlight of the President’s luncheon for retired faculty and staff was the awarding of outstanding faculty and staff awards to Judah Bierman, Jack Cooper, and Larry Sawyer.  The awards committee was ably chaired by Richard Brinkman.  A challenge for the future is to make the other content of the luncheon more valuable to the retirees.  I felt this year that President Bernstine and his two football coaches were talking too much off the cuff.

Our interest groups remained active and involved some members that would not otherwise be active in RAPS.  Thanks to Mary Brannan (book club), Colin Dunkeld (bridge group), and Larry Sawyer (hiking group) for taking leadership roles.

As I’ve stated many times, Mary Brannan has been a valuable mentor and resource for me.  In addition to serving as past president, she chaired the nominating committee, membership committee, and was our liaison to the group working on the PSU pictorial history book.  Besides chairing the advisory committee, RAPS also manages a PSU Foundation account for the project.  We, as a group,  have committed $2500 to this project and will hopefully receive a good return on investment from its sales.
PSU’s history preservation effort has been a monumental one – sporting mixed results.  Steve Brannan has chaired this effort with the able assistance of Roger Moseley and Gordon Solie.  The key, it seems, is to mirror our enthusiasm and effort with that of university deans and department heads.
Our role in the regional retirement associations has been chaired ably by Robert Vogelsang.  He and I are working diligently to develop a program for the regional conference we’re hosting in September.  Bob Tufts and Larry Sawyer attended regional and national get-togethers this year and reported back to us.

Our hats are off to Vic and Beryl Dahl for their behind-the-scenes work on our social and friendship committee.  Your efforts are clearly reflected in our collegial environment.

We owe a debt of gratitude to our office manager, Darshana Patel.  She has served us well for two years and made our lives as board members much easier.

I’d like to thank Gwen Newborg and Robert Pearson for so ably serving the board as members-at-large.  Richard Brinkman is also leaving the board after years of service to RAPS.  Believe me; all of your efforts are appreciated by us all.

Board efforts next year should include increasing membership, increasing member participation, and exploring possible fund-raising efforts.
Thank you all for a wonderful year.

