PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT, 2006-07

Submitted by Robert Tufts, Program Chair (June 14, 2007)

A monthly program event was held from September 2006 to June 2007.  Generally, regular programs are the third Thursday of each month, starting at 1:00 pm.

September 9, 2006: Viking Football home opener, at PGE Park, vs. Northern Colorado in a Big Sky game.  Three dozen members enjoyed comp tickets courtesy of the Athletic Department.

September 21:  Guided tour of the Japanese Garden in Washington Park, with 27 attendees in two groups.

October 19:  Dr. Basil Dmytryshyn, PSU Professor Emeritus of History, recounted his personal odyssey “from the Carpathians to the Cascades,” from prison to PSU.  He shared his own experience of arrests and escapes, and observations of military Occupation behavior.  Attended by about 50 people.  (Alumni magazine article same month.)

November 16:  Dr. Robert C. Donnelly, Assistant Professor of History at Gonzaga University, spoke on “The Portland Vice Scandal of 1956,” which grew from his doctoral dissertation.  He has a master’s degree from PSU, and his adviser was Dr. Charles White.  Attendance: 30 some members and guests.

December 21:  Our Annual Holiday Dinner, at the MAC club’s Lownsdale Room, was attended by seventy RAPS members and guests.  Darrell Grant, PSU Associate Professor of Jazz Studies, accompanied by two jazz studies students, provided entertainment.  At the end, he played a medley of African spirituals passed on to him by his mother – this was a special treat.

January 18, 2007:  A tour of the new Engineering school building was postponed due to a snowstorm.

February 15:  Dr. Thomas Potiowsky, Professor of Economics, gave a talk on local, regional and national economics.  He was Oregon’s “state economist” from 1999 to 2006, when he returned to PSU. He said our Oregon economy is “a Goldilocks economy: not too hot, not too cold.”

March 15:  Michael Schrunk, Multnomah Country District Attorney, PSU ’64, spoke about his office, the criminal justice system, community partnerships and social matters - an extensive Q&A followed.  This was our annual potluck luncheon event at noon, with 31 members in the attendance.

March 29:  The postponed Jan. 18 tour of the Maseeh College of Engineering and Computer Science was enjoyed by a dozen RAPS members, who where treated to unique stories by Chik Erzurumlu, Dean and Professor Emeritus, as we toured.

April 24, the Annual President’s Luncheon for Retired Faculty and Staff was held again at PSU’s University Place, with 130 retirees.  President Dan Bernstine introduced Vikings Football head coach Jerry Glanville and the offensive coordinator Mouse Davis.  Bernstine has been president for ten years, but next year’s attendance would be as a RAPS member.  RAPS’ Outstanding retired faculty and staff awards went to Jack Cooper, Judah Bierman, and Larry Sawyer.

May 17:  Dr. Leif Terdal,  Clinical Psychologist, and Professor Emeritus at Oregon Health & Science University, gave a talk entitled “Escape from Nazi-Occupied Norway: A Mother and Three Boys.”  He also addressed the Norwegian resistance.  Attendance at our annual ice cream social was about 40. 

June 8:  Willamette River evening cruise and buffet aboard the Sternwheeler Rose.  In partnership with Friends of the Library, and including an email invitation to the defunct Ferdinand Society, this explores the potential of shared ventures.  A total of 55 enjoyed the sights and sounds of the Rose Festival’s Centennial celebration.
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IDEAS

1. Vikings home opener tickets, Sept. 8

2. Tour Classical Chinese Garden, to complement last year’s Japanese Garden tour.

3. Historical Society tour, or lesser know museum (Rice, Police)

4. January PSU tour
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