YEAR END REPORT OF PRESIDENT-ELECT LARRY SAWYER

June 11, 2009

Article III section D of the 2006 bylaws state:

The President-Elect shall be responsible for organizing the general meetings/programs for the year and act for the President in his/her absence.

President Marge Terdal attended all general meetings and Executive Board meetings this past fiscal year. My main duties were to plan the programs for the general meetings. I also arranged for the audio recording of meetings which included lecture presentations and producing audio CD’s of them for RAPS archival purposes. Whenever possible I took photographs for use in The RAPS Sheet and on our website.

As a member of the Executive Board, I was appointed to serve with Bob Vogelsang in researching the possibility of RAPS scholarships, to evaluate possible outside links on our website, and volunteered to represent RAPS at the Association of Retirement Organizations in Higher Education (AROHE) convention held in late October 2008 at USC. As the past secretary, I made audio recordings of the Board meetings to assist Joan Shireman in preparing the minutes. At one meeting I substituted for her.

The annual picnic in August was coordinated by the Social/Friendship Committee co-chaired by Vic and Beryl Dahl. The President-Elect does not organize that event.

This past year, I planned two tours, five general meeting lectures, one holiday party and the President’s Luncheon. Whenever possible they were held on the usual 1:00PM third Thursday time slot. They are as follows:

September 18, 2008: Bonneville Dam tour and picnic:
Traditionally, the September meeting is a tour. Retired Colonel Terry Connel placed me in contact with Park Manager James Runkles, who scheduled our tour of the dam navigation locks and power house one. He gave a preliminary lecture on the dam’s history and functions and was assisted on the tour by Ms. Claudia Round.

The meeting started with a potluck at the picnic grounds next to the fish hatchery on the Oregon side. Nineteen people attended including John Trudeau, but he was unable to participate in the power house tour. The power house was in the process of complete reconstruction. All power was being supplied from the Washington side, and several turbines were completely disassembled for upgrades. Part of the tour included the power house control room which was operational and controlling the output of the Washington side turbines. Carpools were organized from the roof of parking structure one as emeriti faculty have complimentary parking permits. Staff members were encouraged to act as drivers.

October 16, 2008 tour of the Oregon Historical Society:
My initial contact was with Nicole at the reception counter. She coordinated with other staff members in meeting with us and supplying several docents to break us up into smaller groups. The docents guided us through the Native American Basketry exhibit and the Oregon My Oregon exhibit. Other exhibits were available for self guided tours. These included the Carleton Watkins 1890’s Columbia Gorge photography and the Michael Curry puppetry exhibit. Members were admitted free and non-members received a discounted senior rate based on the total people in the group. We exceeded twenty, which I believe resulted in a 15% discount. The total head count of all on the tour was 21 or 22. This included a couple of guests. There were fewer attendees than the Art Museum tour the year before, but everyone enjoyed the tour. One member visited the OHS Library.

November 20, 2008 presentation by President Wiewel: 

My original intent was to obtain a faculty member from the College of Engineering on University sustainability activities, but I had difficulty in getting a firm commitment. It was suggested I ask President Wiewel to talk on sustainability. Terri Meaney in the President’s office arranged for President Wiewel to speak. The President answered questions with the President learning more about RAPS and we more about him. I believe we had over 40 attendees. The meeting started with a 1PM social time and snacks followed by the President’s presentation at 1:30PM.

December 18, 2008 Holiday Party at the Mac Club:

A bad snow storm forced a last minute cancellation of the event. The Mac Club didn’t charge us the cancellation fee as it was weather related, and we cancelled before the food was ordered and help called in. The event was rescheduled for February 12, 2009.

January 15, 2009 Lecture on Estonia:
Dr. Thomas Palm from economics is a native Estonian. I had recently toured Estonia and Russia, and I was very impressed with his native country and its non-violent seceding from the Soviet Union. He acted as an economic consultant for the Estonian government during this time. He gave a power point presentation and one hour lecture. There have been several escape from Nazi occupied countries in the past few years. This was my attempt to have an upbeat political presentation. It was well received. I estimated about 40 attendees.

February 12, 2009 Holiday Party
Only a few people asked for their money back from the December party. Most just accepted the new date. The date turned out to be very significant. It was Lincoln’s and Darwin’s 200th birthdays. It was also two days from Valentine’s Day, PSU’s birthday and Oregon’s 150th birthday. I managed to obtain access to Oregon’s state rock, the thunder egg, and to the Geology Department rock saw. Several were cut and offered to anyone who wanted them. Most were taken. The entertainment was by MiMi’s husband guitarist and his female vocalist partner. They performed popular and jazz. RAPS paid $100.00 to each of them and provided them with a complimentary dinner. The Mac Club was able to supply a glutton free meal. 

Access to the Mac Club can only be through a member’s sponsorship. RAPS has several members. Mary Gordon Brannan has been our sponsor for several years.

There were about 60 participants. This is down about 15 from last year as RAPS didn’t underwrite it this year. I don’t have all of the numbers, but we were close to breaking even on the food.

February 19, 2009 The Vanport Wall dedication:

This was the major lecture event of the year and was held in the Vanport Room. My intent was to recognize the achievements of our own History Preservation Committee chaired by Steve Brannan. Steve’s committee had produced a poster for all of the Deans and administrative offices. Julie North asked for it to be hung in a larger format outside of the Vanport Room. Steve’s committee and Brent Schauer worked hard to produce a group of related photographs. This meeting was a panel chaired by Charlie White with other members connected with Vanport Extension Center and the Oregon Shipyards. Participants included, Charlie, Steve, Bill Walker (son of Vanport’s very first student), Cathy Williams (a Vanport rally girl along with some other prestigious titles), W T “Bill” Lemman, and Richard Halley. President Wim Wiewel gave the dedication speech. 

Steve Brannan was very active in helping coordinate this event focusing on his committee’s accomplishments. He was instrumental in getting the meeting co-sponsored by the Alumni Association. There were over 100 people at the event, and many were people associated with the Vanport years. This meeting was open to the University. I obtained three dvd’s of the old short b&w Portland Development Commission film titled “College Comes to Housing”. Both Cathy Williams and Bill Walker were given a copy. The third copy was given to the Library Archivist. I still have a copy on my hard drive that was used at the beginning and end of the meeting. I arranged for the pa and operated it.

March 19, 2009 PSU Library Archivist presentation:

This was another recognition for the RAPS History Preservation Committee. They were instrumental in establishing a full time archivist position for the Library. Cris Paschild, the new archivist, gave a presentation on how archives should be kept and how she is striving to get PSU to that point. March is also the traditional potluck month. This year was no exception. There were about 40 attendees.

April 16, 2009 The President’s Luncheon:
This is always a well attended meeting and includes retirees other than RAPS members. It is hosted by the President’s office. The President gave a mixed presentation reflecting the down economy and PSU’s expectations to continue to grow. The RAPS awards included the entire History Preservation Committee and Mary Gordon Brannan. It was held at University Place.

May 20, 2009 Ice Cream Social:
May is the traditional ice cream social. Last year the cost per person was very high. With the economic forecast for the University, I elected to hold it elsewhere. We held it several years ago at Alpenrose Dairy. I attempted to book the ice cream parlor back in February, but the third Thursday was already taken. I was able to schedule the room for the third Wednesday. I worked with Bill Swanstrom in scheduling the event. The room was free, and Bill volunteered to supply the three three gallon tubs of ice cream at no charge. We supplied the coffee, tea, plastic spoons and toppings. We were responsible to clean up the room and lock the building. Vic Dahl gave a presentation and Power Point on Fort Vancouver. There were about 35 people in attendance, and I estimate the cost of the event was about $1.00+ each. I had expected a slightly smaller participation as it was a Wednesday and was not on campus. However, it didn’t cost us over $10.00 a head.

RECCOMENDATIONS: 

I had little trouble finding people to talk. I also received many suggestions for topics, and ended up not using all of them. Bruce Stern suggested a talk on the outlook for the Oregon economy. Beryl would like the potluck to be at the President’s house. This has happened in the past, but President Bernstine didn’t approve of it when he was the President. There were suggestions for presentations on innovations to help the elderly to remain independent. Several remembered the Oregon Gardens tour several years ago. They went as a group on a bus, and the bus trip comradeship was very popular. I wasn’t able to come up with the logistics and cost for scheduling a bus and elected to carpool to the dam. One member told me at the OHS tour that she enjoyed the bus ride to the Oregon Gardens but would not ride in a private car unless she knew the driver and his/her driving abilities. Therefore, she didn’t go to the dam. 

MANY THANKS: 

Many people other than the presenters helped me with the programs, and I would like to acknowledge some of them. 

Bruce Stern: 

When I accepted the nomination for President-Elect, I had some concern about approaching people to ask for things. I still do. Bruce Stern met with me over coffee for about an hour and pointed me in the right directions. He is also a member of the Bookstore Board. He contacted Ken Brown and arranged for the Bookstore gift certificates we give out to our presenters. We gave out gift certificates to Tom Palm, Cris Paschild and Vic Dahl. No certificates were given out for the tours, February panel or President Wiewel. Thank you notes were written. Ken Brown has asked that we request the certificates well in advance in writing so he has an accounting for his books. 

Marge Terdal: 

She made the initial contacts with Terri Meaney for the President’s luncheon, and the RAPS Awards Committee planned the program with Terri. 

Mary Gordon Brannan: 

Sponsoring the Mac Club activity and met with Mac Club food service and me for event planning 

MiMi Bernal-Graves: 

Making sure all of the room and av needs were scheduled, and all of the bills paid. She requested the gift certificates and on the last two presentations, designed special card holders for giving the cards to the presenters. She also took care of all of the scheduling of her husband’s group for Mac Club entertainment.

Steve Brannan and Charlie White: 
They planned the February presentation. I invited the panel members, but they suggested names and planned the program. I did the hardware part of the program and obtained the dvd’s from AV. MiMi paid the bill. 

Beryl Dahl: 

She is the go to person for the potlucks. 

Dawn White: 

She suggested Lincoln pennies at each plate for the Holiday Party and supplied the pennies out of her penny jar. 

Robert Vogelsang:

He arrived early to the ice cream social, made the coffee and stayed until the room was cleaned up.

I started out in this office with some anxieties, but feel the programs worked out well. In these economic times I cut some corners to avoid spending any more University money than was necessary for the programs. I look forward to turning over the responsibility to Clarence Hein. 

A DVD containing photographs, mp3 audio of the programs and this document is supplied as part of this report

Lawrence J. Sawyer

President-Elect
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