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Background 
In 2004, President Bernstine endorsed a proposal by the Retirement Association of Portland State (RAPS) to “Create a Culture of Tradition at PSU”. This led to a 2005 study spearheaded by RAPS, Library Director Helen Spalding, and Geoff Wexler of the Oregon Historical Society that produced a status report and guide to assist the university in history preservation/celebration activities. The study, in part, recommended that PSU work towards  acquiring a full-time library archivist (will be realized this summer). Using these documents and partnering with RAPS, Provost Koch in 2006 asked all Academic Deans to initiate a History Preservation Project in their respective units. Subsequently, the  RAPS History Committee members met with academic deans and provided guidance and support. Two years into the Project, RAPS is achieving fair to high levels of success across the campus in engaging key administrators and current and emeriti faculty. The good news is that individuals and groups of determined faculty and staff (current & retired) in various departments/programs are participating in the Project. The level of participation understandably reflects the academic units’ awareness and appreciation of history preservation, and their priorities, time, personnel, and resources. 
History Preservation Achievements for 2007/2008 (no particular order)
· Data based developed on graduates of the Music Department, plus pictorial display of its emeriti faculty installed in the office.     
· New history section developed for the Graduate School of Education News (on school’s website).   
· Wall display: five decades of historic milestones, Special Education Program, installed in the 204, GSE. 

· College of Liberal Arts & Science’s Dean and key administrators initiated planning department heads.   

· Library Archival Team scanned and digitized own unit’s important historical records.   

· Prior School of Health & Human Performance faculty/staff retirees made significant progress on a historical display for Stott Center.  

· RAPS History Committee Chair participated on Library Search Team for full-time archivist.  

· History of Audiology Program written for Speech and Hearings Sciences Department.  
· Historical PSU/Vanport Poster designed & procured monies from Administration to support production. 
· PSU/Vanport Poster presented and distributed to 12 key administrators and academic Deans & faculty.  
· Past Tense history section developed for RAPS Sheet by Editor Doug Swanson.  
· Smith Memorial Student Union initiated planning for large PSU/Vanport Poster and related photos for installation on 3rd floor wall leading to the Vanport Room.  
· Proposed Plans for 2008/2009 (no particular order)
· Continue work with academic units to identify key office personnel to assist the Project, etc.

· Promote a history section on websites of all academic units, etc.  
· Continue focus on historic milestones as a high priority document for academic units.   
· Recruit/expand retired faculty/staff membership on RAPS History Preservation Committee. 

· Explore integrating history content in student advising materials in academic units.  
· Work with Vic Dahl on use of RAPS biographies of deceased faculty/staff (important resource for PSU).
· Utilize RAPS Recommendations from 2007 Planning Committee Retreat for continued guidance.

· Work directly with new PSU Archivist to help guide/support RAPS history preservation efforts.  
· Further define the purpose of the RAPS History Preservation Committee in support of the University’s plan to preserve and celebrate its history. 
Our Committee continues its commitment to the preservation and celebration of PSU’s history and looks forward to continued progress in 2008-2009.  
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