Final Report for 2006-07 of the Committee for the NW Regional Retirement Associations according to the bylaws of the Retirement Association of Portland State for special committee appointments.

1. In mid September, 2006 I attended a Fall Gathering meeting in Bellingham (at the encouragement of family and friends soon after our loss of Barbara), that was organized in six week after the University of Washington Retirement Association decided to no longer hold their Fall Festival which they had held for many years.  The Western Washington University Retirement Association sponsored the meeting.  Eight retirement associations attended the conference plus several other groups who do not have an association. President-elect Bob Tufts was our official delegate. Carl Allen presented a musical biography of Woody Guthrie with banjo and guitar.  A large number of us toured Mt. Baker Winery and were given a presentation  of varietal wines and some tasting. The well attended business meeting centered on what to do about the fall meetings now that the UWRA had decided to forgo them? The group voted unanimously to continue the fall conference. Then came, who should do it? The former chair of the Communication Department at Western Washington (a former student of mine from WSU) suggested that I should do it based on my experience in planning and managing conferences.  I was asked if we could host in 2007?  I said I would ask our RAPS board.
     2.    During our October board meeting I was voted $100.00 to defray my expenses for        

            the September meeting which I turned down as I had free transportation and 

            roomed with a friend at the hotel. I explained about the request we had to host the

            meeting in September, 2007.  I had gathered preliminary information from 

            University Place mentioning  we could fund the conference with registration fees.
            Our board unanimously approved the plan.

3. We communicated our decision to host the conference to all of the associations 

that attended the Bellingham meeting plus several others in Canada.

4. We have been in touch regularly the associations since November, 2006.

5. In December I attended the Holiday Celebration at the Mac Club and took my 

children as guests.

6. We spent weeks during the winter and early spring with the good help and dedication of Prof. Tom Patiowsky in trying to get Gov. Kulingowski as keynote speaker &/or former Gov. Kitzhaber speaker---Gov. Kulingowski’s staff couldn’t get us a response till June or July which was too tale for us to inform potential attendees.  Gov. Kitzhaber reneged after it was suggested he need to generalize his health insurance message for our audience. He also had a fee of $500.00 to $2000.00.
7. President Stern said he would get a major rep from the Oregon wine industry to do an historical presentation with wine tasting that is informative, educational and 

entertaining.

8. In February and early March I contracted a cold, then the flu and didn’t accomplish much. However I spent much time on the phone getting information about venues to visit during delegates free time.  Also we heard from President Bowen and the UWRA board proposed a rotating sponsorship of the fall meeting and they would sponsor it every third year if a consortium of five associations would join in.
9. I nominated Dr. John "Jack" Cooper for Outstanding Retired Professor of Portland State  and presented the award to him at the President's Luncheon and wrote a letter of support for Larry Sawyer for Outstanding Retired Staff Member of Portland State.

10. In April I was asked to attend the UWRA Spring Luncheon and make a presenta-

tion about the Fall Fest ’07.  With the expert help of Darshana we created a brochure with a color front which I took to the luncheon and distribute over sixty copies. I also took fifty copies of “Portland, Oregon” produced by POVA.  I traveled by train and stayed in a motel near the university. I paid all my own expenses but was a guest at the luncheon.
11. With the assistance of President Stern, he is going to get a gift certificate donated by the PSU Bookstore.  I plan to solicit corporations for modest donations or gifts in kind to support the conference.  I plan to do a series of door prizes.
12. Next week Darshana and I are going to do a single sheet on venues to visit, with 
costs, and what kind of transportation to take, with schedules, to get to them.

We will have a August 23 registration deadline for the hotel and the conference. We were able to get a room rate of $89.00.

13. On a side note, in May I attended Cosi fan Tutti with my son and daughter after learning that Fine and Performing Arts had a new Director of Development, Trish Trout (the third in three years).  I called her and asked if she knew that RAPS used to attend as a  group.  She said that the information had not been passed to her.  We were invited to a Friday night reception where I had opportunity to talk to the new Dean Barbara Sestak.  We talked about our past support of the opera and perhaps we could re-institute it. She thought it was an excellent idea. I sent a thank you card to her and Trish regarding the reception.
Respectfully submitted-----Robert W. Vogelsang          June 11, 2007

