RAPS Annual Report, 2007-08

Robert Tufts, President

Two extraordinary matters were addressed by the officers and Board this year.  First, in July Alumni Director Pat Squire notified me that alumni relations needed to expand and RAPS would need to find new space for our operations.  There was considerable discussion and perspectives, and the Board held a special meeting.  I met with several deans, and administrators and toured many buildings; and other Board members actively pursued contacts and opportunities.  In March, Member-at-Large Charlene Levesque spoke to CLAS Dean Marvin Kaiser, who offered space in Koinonia House.  We moved into K-House second floor, sharing the old chapel with the Society for Values in Higher Education – a very satisfactory and welcoming location.

Second, in September RAPS hosted Fall Fest ’07 at University Place, attended by 44 representatives of ten regional universities.  Speakers included Barbara Roberts and interim President Michael Reardon.  The event’s success was due to the hard work of Robert Vogelsang, RAPS regional retirement association chair, Bruce Stern, past president, and Amy Valdez, our office manager.  RAPS is a member of the Assn. of Retirement Organizations in Higher Education (AROHE); Larry Sawyer has been our active contact.

The monthly Programs are the core our activities.  Marge Terdal provided us with a varied, cultural and interesting program, from gardens to multiple speakers. Our thanks go to third-party supporters: gifts for presenters courtesy of the Bookstore and its president, Ken Brown; and to the Viking Athletics for home-opener football tickets.

The most widely valued item is our monthly RAPS Sheet, assembled and edited this year by Doug Swanson.  He brought a fresh look and innovation (e.g., ‘Past Tense’), and he took on the task of writing up each program’s summary – and making me look better in my own “Message” script.  Another heavy laborer of the written word is Vic Dahl, who received a special Award for his diligent research and comprehensive biographies.

Amy Valdez, our Office Manager, has done yeoman work in the out-of-ordinary events of this year.  She was hired for a well-defined schedule of expected tasks and jobs.  But she found herself handling September’s special event, the dislocations of the yearlong move activity, and some extra attention needed for her primary purpose – her graduate degree.  Thanks.

This year we got back on schedule with progressive three-year terms for the Members-at-Large.  Thanks go to Roger Moseley, for his continued service for this past year, as he leaves the Board.  And we will get more time from newly elected Jan DeCarrico (2007-09) and Charlene Levesque (2007-10).  Thanks for the roles they have played.

Vic and Beryl Dahl quietly provide (Beryl, quiet?) for arrangements to make our social events successful. The potluck brought an unexpected turnout that they handled with grace and success.  These two were social pillars of the PSU community even before I arrived 30 years ago.

Bruce Stern, past president, has been a support and friend as this novice president met with things routine and unique.  I feel there were several other mentors, and the ones I pestered the most were Mary and Maxine.  

Each Board Meeting calls on Steve Brannan concerning the history preservation project and on Mary Brannan concerning the pictorial history book.  Their reports document their tireless and difficult task of maintaining momentum and coordination as they strive to keep a focus on successful conclusion of these independent efforts. They carry on this monumental effort.

Our Website has been an ongoing effort and goal for improvement.  Recently good strides have been made in its usefulness and attraction to our members, under the stewardship of Robert Pearson, Webmaster.  The photo gallery has recovered from a lost link, and is now freshly updated to our 2007 Holiday Dinner at the MAC club.

Membership concerns have continued to be addressed under Bruce Stern, with outreach efforts.  Since the Campus Directory, listing emeritus folks, will no longer by published by the University, our RAPS database has been updated, gathering new member info, for an upcoming “RAPS Membership Directory”.  Amy and Maxine have been instrumental in this effort.

In late winter, I became aware that the RAPS President is an ex-officio member of the Faculty Senate.  [Perhaps I had been informed and it failed to register,]  I regret that my personal schedule didn’t accommodate that First Monday of the Month meeting.  However, as Registrar for 22 years I did attend all Faculty Meetings, and Marge was a Senate officer.

Board goals for next year should continue to address the membership role, publication of the Membership Directory, exploring the recent attention to outreach considerations, our relationship with associations of retirement groups, and filling the Senate position.

P.S.: My appreciation goes to Marge, Bruce, Amy & Mary for the final interviewing and selection of next year’s Office Manager, MiMi Bernal-Graves– while I enjoyed a postponed Elderhostel railroad tour across Canada, disconnected from the US primaries and cell phone use

Bob Tufts

RAPS President

[060808rbt]
