Report of the Regional Retirement Association Ad Hoc Committee Chair as cited in the RAPS bylaws

Some brief history:

1. The UWRA decided to hold annual meetings irregularly if a consortium of 5 other associations would join in hosting every 5 or 6 years.

2. I attended an emergency (annual) conference in Bellingham hosted by WWRA association at my own expense.  President-elect Bob Tufts also attended to become familiar with the meeting and meet the people from the other associations.

3. I was asked to host/manage the next conference for ’07 based on my experience.
4. With my explanation the RAPS board unanimously approved our hosting of Fall Fest ’07 on October 6, 2006.

5. Began planning November 2006—contracted with University Place for the conference rooms and food with discounts.

6. Continued regular communication with all of the retirement associations in the NW.

7. Attended URWA’s Spring Luncheon in April 2007 to promote Fall Fest ’07 at my own expense

8. Continued prepping conference with Darshana Patel until we hired Amy Valdez and was mailing all information regarding the conference to all NW associations.

9. Assumed duties as Treasurer in the fall 2007.
10. Very busy in August and September getting conference ready with the able assistance of Bob Tufts, Bruce Stern, and especially Amy Valdez.

11. Held Fall Fest ’07 September 23-25 with 45 delegates attending from 9 retirement associations.  Interim President Michael Reardon gave the welcoming address that was very well received.  Keynote speaker was Gov. Barbara Roberts who gave an outstanding speech related to us in the audience.  The second day speaker was Prof Dorothy Sermol who’s speech dealt with Intercultural Communication and how to interpret this in different cultures.  We had a very successful wine tasting morning despite the fact the various special wine glasses had not been properly prepared.  We awarded a number of door prizes during the sessions contributed by board members, University Place Administration and by Ken Brown, manager of the Student Book Store.  These door prizes proved to be very popular.  Each evening we held a reception in president Tuft’s and Robert Vogelsang’s adjoining rooms.  We used these rooms to save money.  We held two business meeting s conducted by Bob Tufts and Bruce Stern.  The UWRA president Ron Dear presented the proposal that the next year’s meeting would be officers only and strictly business.  Every other group spoke against the proposal.   The conclusion we came to was that each association would discuss UW’s plan and decide how to proceed.  Each group agreed to the idea of maintaining a consortium of at least 5 groups (more agreed) to continue the annual meeting.  A number of associations said they would organize their meeting as they wished.  The last evening we held a banquet with entertainment provided by a trio of performing arts graduate students of Prof Darrell Grant playing a number of jazz selections.  Prof Sermol also sang for us.  We distributed an evaluation form at the banquet which had a large positive response to all items on the form.  All felt the conference was a success.

12. I attended all meetings of RAPS from November through March.  (I was ill in April and May.)

13. I worked with Trish Trout after talking with President Tufts and Dean of Fine & Performing Arts Barbara Sestake to organize a RAPS Night at the Opera and to cooperate with the Alumni Association to attend their reception.  The Alumni Association agreed to the proposal and also mailed opera information to RAPS members to relieve Amy Valdez of the work.  Their staff was instrumental in arranging a reception fee of $10.00 per person.  A number of our members attended.  I sent 3 people to the opera and reception as I was unable to attend due to my recuperating from pneumonia and a back injury.
Respectfully submitted,

Robert W. Vogelsang

