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Priority 4:  Expand Innovative Scholarship/Creative Activities

 That Address Regional Issues & Have Global Significance

Final Report 4/07

Working Team Members:

Bob Dryden, Sherril Gelmon, Kristine Nelson, Kerth O'Brien, Gretta Siegel, Barbara Sestak, Carl Wamser, Larry Wallack, and Rob Fenty, Facilitator

Priority:  An important and unique contribution of every university is the scholarly activity of the faculty and students resulting in new knowledge and creative works.  Portland State embraces a broad notion of scholarship, using Boyer’s concept of the scholarship of discovery, interpretation, integration and application.  Through research at Portland State, we produce scholarship and creative works that have regional relevance and global significance.  In alignment with our philosophy of engagement, we intend to undertake a substantial portion of our scholarly and creative work through collaborative partnerships, thus assuring the significance of the work and mutually leveraging knowledge and understanding.

Definition and Context:  The working group’s definition of scholarship is included in the narrative.  The group based its recommendations around two levels of scholarship:  all Portland State scholarship and University leadership focused research in which the University would proactively invest.

Recommended Guidelines for All Scholarship at Portland State:

Scholarship and creative works as Portland State are generated first and foremost through faculty interest and expertise.   All scholarship at Portland State should strive to meet standards of quality, contribution and ongoing evolution, as defined by each discipline and profession and measured through appropriate peer review processes.  In addition, scholarly activity is expected to make a significant contribution to a field of endeavor by adding to a body of knowledge, by generating new conceptual understanding, or by developing novel applications.  Scholarship should demonstrate an active, discernable evolutionary path of inquiry, with ongoing scholarship and creative works that follow logically from previous activities.

Decision Criteria for Scholarship in Which Portland State Proactively Invests
Portland State should invest proactively in scholarship (individual people and clusters of people) that represents Portland State’s leadership in engagement, that creates innovation within that leadership, and that brings the University national and international recognition.   In order to further its leadership position in engagement, the University will invest in areas of scholarship that best meet the following specific criteria:

· Educational Mission – the scholarship furthers the educational mission of the University and enriches the student experience

· Institutional Capacity – the scholarship has the capacity to attract ongoing resources, expand overall scholarship capacity, and contribute to the long-term infrastructure of the University

· Link to Regional Priorities—the scholarship has direct and tangible alignment to regional priorities

· Collaborative Partnerships—the scholarship incorporates diverse voices and perspectives through a multi-disciplinary approach and community partnerships

· Intellectual Leadership – the scholarship is supported by the presence of leading faculty responsible for the scholarship’s outcomes and the sustainability of the work

· Scope of Contribution – the scholarship is of regional, national, and/or global significance

Process for the Selection of Activities for Investment

The consideration of scholarship and creative activities for potential investment will be done through the selection process outlined in the narrative for Priority 4:  Advance selected programs that establish our leadership.

Thoughts on Outcomes

· Increase in inter/multi disciplinary research

· Increase in extramural funding

· Increase in student support

· Increase in research support infrastructure on campus

· Increase in PSU impact with consequent enhancement of reputation

· Expansion of research/creative collaborators
















