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Narrative:  An important and unique contribution of every university is the scholarly activity of the faculty and students resulting in new knowledge and creative works.  Portland State embraces a broad notion of scholarship, using Boyer’s concept of the scholarship of discovery, interpretation, integration and application.  Through research at Portland State, we produce scholarship and creative works that have regional relevance and global significance.  In alignment with our philosophy of engagement, we intend to undertake a substantial portion of our scholarly and creative work through collaborative partnerships, thus assuring the significance of the work and mutually leveraging knowledge and understanding.

Definition and Context:  The working group’s definition of scholarship is included in the narrative.  The group based its recommendations around two levels of scholarship:  all Portland State scholarship and University leadership focused research in which the University would proactively invest.

Recommended Guidelines for All Scholarship at Portland State:

Scholarship and creative works as Portland State are generated first and foremost through faculty interest and expertise.   All scholarship at Portland State should strive to meet standards of quality, contribution and ongoing evolution, as defined by each discipline and profession and measured through appropriate peer review processes.  In addition, scholarly activity is expected to make a significant contribution to a field of endeavor by adding to a body of knowledge, by generating new conceptual understanding, or by developing novel applications.  Scholarship should demonstrate an active, discernable evolutionary path of inquiry, with ongoing scholarship and creative works that follow logically from previous activities.

Decision Criteria for Scholarship in Which Portland State Proactively Invests
Portland State should invest proactively in scholarship (individual people and clusters of people) that represents Portland State’s leadership in engagement, that creates innovation within that leadership, and that brings the University national and international recognition.   In order to further its leadership position in engagement, the University will invest in areas of scholarship that best meet the following specific criteria:

· Educational Mission – the scholarship furthers the educational mission of the University and enriches the student experience

· Institutional Capacity – the scholarship has the capacity to attract ongoing resources, expand overall scholarship capacity, and contribute to the long-term infrastructure of the University

· Link to Regional Priorities—the scholarship has direct and tangible alignment to regional priorities

· Collaborative Partnerships—the scholarship incorporates diverse voices and perspectives through a multi-disciplinary approach and community partnerships

· Intellectual Leadership – the scholarship is supported by the presence of leading faculty responsible for the scholarship’s outcomes and the sustainability of the work

· Scope of Contribution – the scholarship is of regional, national, and/or global significance

Proposed Directives/Initiatives:  Process for Investing in Specific Areas of University Scholarship:

· Request for proposals

A request for an initial concept paper of no more that 1000 words will be widely distributed.  This request will provide an adequate and appropriate timeline in order to increase the opportunity to respond.  The exact structure of the request will be further refined.  In the first phase we will ask people to summarize their research/scholarship idea and discuss it in the context of the six decision criteria that our committee has developed.  A budget summary will also be required but not counted in the 1000 word limit.  Each proposal should be signed-off on by the Dean(s) whose schools or colleges are included in the proposal.  

· Screening

A screening committee will be assembled.  This will be chaired by the Vice Provost for Research and will include nine other members.  Deans from the seven schools and colleges will each nominate one faculty member to serve on the committee; the Dean of CLAS will nominate two; and the University Librarian will nominate one.   

The screening committee will review proposals based on the decision criteria that has been developed.  They will select the most promising proposals and request a full proposal of not more than 4000 words.  Appropriate appendices can be used and a detailed budget should also be submitted.

All proposals should receive feedback whether they are selected for further review or not.

· Review

The screening committee will now become the review committee.  The process for review is up to them.  However, we suggest that they develop a rubric to score the proposals based on the decision criteria developed by our work group and other variables they deem consistent with the spirit of the process.  A separate assessment should be done on the budget request but included as part of the scoring rubric.

The review committee should, when necessary, call on outside reviewers to assess the feasibility of the work being proposed and the potential contribution to the field.  

It is very important that the review of these proposals be transparent.  The review committee must clearly document the process so that each person/group submitting a proposal understands and appreciates the integrity of the process. 

· Selection and Investment

The review committee will submit their rankings to the Provost and provide additional qualitative assessment that might be important as context for understanding the fit of the proposal(s) with PSU.  The Vice-Provost for Research (who also serves as chair of the review committee) should provide consultation to the Provost during this process.  Each funded project will be required to submit an annual report to the Provost and broader academic community with an accounting of expenditures and an assessment of how well the project was able to meet its objectives.  
















