
Vision  

Our vision is to be an internationally recognized urban university 
known for excellence in student learning, innovative research, and 
community engagement that contributes to the economic vitality, 
environmental sustainability, and quality of life in the Portland 
region and beyond.  

Mission  

The mission of Portland State University is to enhance the intel-
lectual, social, cultural, and economic qualities of urban life by 
providing access throughout the life span to a quality liberal educa-
tion for undergraduates and an appropriate array of professional 
and graduate programs especially relevant to metropolitan areas. 
The University conducts research and community service that 
support a high quality educational environment and reflect issues 
important to the region. It actively promotes the development of a 
network of educational institutions to serve the community.  

Values  

The pursuit of our vision rests on our success in transforming  
undergraduate education, our growing research programs, our 
strong collaboration with the community, and the core values we 
hold. These values describe not only what PSU is now, but what it 
will be in the future.  

Learning and discovery��  — PSU values intellectual inquiry in 
its undergraduate and graduate programs, provides leadership in 
the development of knowledge, and creates opportunities for the 
application of knowledge to real-world problems. We maintain 
a welcoming and stimulating environment that is conducive to 
success for students, faculty, and staff. We value tenure as an essential 
component of this environment.

Access to learning��  — PSU is committed to providing access and 
opportunity to learners from regional, national, and international 
communities in their pursuit of lifelong learning and diverse 
educational goals.

Portland State University 

is a center of opportunity for nearly 

25,000 undergraduate and gradu-

ate students. Located in Portland, 

Oregon, one of the nation’s most 

livable cities, the University’s innova-

tive approach to education combines 

academic rigor in the classroom with 

field-based experiences through 

internships and classroom projects 

with community partners. The Uni-

versity’s 49-acre downtown campus 

exhibits Portland State’s commitment 

to sustainability with green build-

ings, while many of the  

124 bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 

degrees incorporate sustainability 

into the curriculum. PSU’s motto, 

“Let Knowledge Serve the City,” 

inspires the teaching and research  

of an accomplished faculty whose 

work and students span the globe.

Let Knowledge Serve the City
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A climate of mutual respect��  — PSU values diversity 
and fosters a climate of mutual respect and reflection that 
supports different beliefs and points of view and the open 
exchange of ideas.  

Openness and reflection��  — PSU endeavors to improve 
continuously as a university through reflection and open 
assessment of our activities. 

Community and civic engagement��  — PSU values 
its identity as an engaged university that promotes a 
reciprocal relationship between the community and the 
University in which knowledge serves the city and the city 
contributes to knowledge in the University.

We value our partnerships with other institutions, 
professional groups, the business community, and 
community organizations, and the talents and expertise 
these partnerships bring to the University. We embrace 
our role as a responsible citizen of the city, the state, the 
region, and the global community and foster actions, 
programs, and scholarship that will lead to a sustainable 
future.

Leading through Engagement  

Engagement describes Portland State’s collaborative  
approach to the exchange of knowledge and resources 
with local, regional, national, and global partners for 
mutual benefit of students, faculty, and the community. 
Engagement among faculty, students, and the com-
munity contributes to learning and scholarship that is 
globally relevant and regionally focused.

Academic Priorities  

The following three academic priorities guide our efforts 
and direct our resources:

Improve��  student success through engaged learning 
experiences.

Expand��  innovative scholarship/creative activities that 
address regional issues and have global significance.

Enhance��  educational opportunity in the Portland 
Metropolitan Region.
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