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Senate Bill 342, passed in Spring, 2005, is a legislative directive to improve the transferability of lower division general education throughout the state of Oregon.  Through a collaboratively-developed framework, based on commonly agreed-upon learning outcomes and course criteria, faculty from Oregon community colleges, public universities, and private college and universities worked together to develop draft Outcomes and Criteria for six areas (Writing, Speech/Oral Communications, Mathematics, Arts and Letters, Social Science, and Science/Computer Science/Math). 

The next step in the process is to solicit feedback from each institution through a series of campus visits and conversations.  We are scheduling meetings with expert faculty in each of the areas listed above, along with a university-wide session and additional input from student organizations.  

A written report, with suggested comments and revisions, will be forwarded to the Joint Board Articulation Commission by the end of March, 2007, with timing built in for the proposed outcomes and criteria to go through the university’s curricular process. While this process is mandated for all higher education in Oregon, it also represents an opportunity for Portland State to address transfer issues related to general education.

The draft Outcomes and Statements are posted on the web at:

 http://www.ous.edu/news_and_information/forums.php.

We encourage the administration, faculty, and other university constituents to take part in this process by attending an open-session on either February 22, 3:30-4:30pm, 327 SMC or February 28, 10-11am, 229 SMU or by accessing the information on the web and forwarding comments to Nancy Goldman (goldman@pdx.edu).
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