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Portland State is the Leader in Engagement 

Priorities that support this Core Leadership Position--Revision, July 2007

Improve student success through engaged learning experiences

Portland State seeks to make learning meaningful, relevant and authentic through active engagement with faculty, other students and significant issues affecting communities near and far. This engagement is an important element in a comprehensive approach to enhancing student learning, preparing students for success in their personal and professional lives, and supporting higher rates of retention, graduation, and applications for continuing degrees, certificates and licenses.  

The university will promote student success by:       

· offering high quality academic programs that establish and achieve both institutional and programmatic learning outcomes,  assisting student integration into the experience of academic and university life, and

· supporting students’ achievement of their academic goals.  

Expand innovative scholarship and creative activities that address regional issues

and have global significance

An important and unique contribution of every university is the scholarly activity of the faculty and students resulting in new knowledge and creative works. Through research at Portland State, we produce scholarship and creative works that have significant regional impact and global application.  In alignment with our philosophy of engagement, we intend to undertake a significant portion of our scholarly and creative work through collaborative partnerships, thus assuring the significance of the work and leveraging the knowledge and understanding of the various communities with whom we work.
Enhance opportunity in the Portland Metropolitan Region for higher education

In keeping with Portland State’s mission and values, we are committed to enhancing opportunities for higher education that serve Portland metropolitan citizens, agencies, and industries.  Working with various educational partners, particularly our high schools and community colleges, we will enhance educational pathways aimed at serving our diverse population of potential learners.  Through engagement with our community partners we will provide a mix of innovative programs that simultaneously meet the needs of our diverse regional citizens and the region itself.

Advance selected programs that establish our leadership

(This “priority” was changed to one of the subsequently created “goals” that advance the priorities.)

This priority reflects a decision to purposefully advance selected clusters of academic programs that clearly demonstrate our leadership in engagement.  In doing so, we will create a magnet for students and faculty, provide evidence of our leadership position, and create credibility and influence for programs beyond those clusters specifically selected for advancement. 

