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January 7, 2011

Dear Colleague:
Portland State University (PSU) is partnering with the Association of American Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) in a project involving three of the Oregon University System (OUS) campuses.  The project, Give Students a Compass: College Learning, General Education, and Underserved Student Success, invites selected campuses and the system office to collaborate on behalf of general education.  The California State University system and the University of Wisconsin system, with partner campuses, are also participating in the project.  

 
As part of the project, faculty at all participating campuses will be surveyed. Project leaders hope to gain from this survey a deeper understanding than we currently have of faculty perspectives on general education, college learning, and underserved student success.  Portland State University will also gain important information specific to our campus on these issues.
Karen Paulson, a Senior Associate at The National Center for Higher Education Management Systems (NCHEMS), a non-profit organization, is the project evaluator and will be conducting the survey. Your answers will go directly to NCHEMS and will be kept confidential.  Only aggregated data will be shared in reports to PSU, the Oregon University System, and AAC&U.  Because the provision of general education is highly institution-specific, no institution-to-institution comparisons will be made.
 

This survey has been designed to allow you to quickly provide your level of agreement regarding specific statements about the project and general education. Although your participation in the survey is voluntary, the accuracy of results is dependent on a representative number of respondents, so your responses are highly valued.  All responses you provide will remain completely confidential and be used only in aggregate.  You will receive an email invitation from Karen Paulson sent from the Zoomerang surveying system within the next week with the web address to the online survey.
 

Thank you for your attention to this request.  Should you have any questions, please contact our local Compass representative, Shawn Smallman, Professor of International Studies, at smallmans@pdx.edu  or Karen Paulson at NCHEMS, Karen@nchems.org or 303.497.0354.
Sincerely,
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Roy W. Koch, Provost
Office of Academic Affairs
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