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Welcome to the 2006 Guide to Local Food Resources for the Portland 
Region, created by the Portland State University Asset Mapping Capstone 
team, in collaboration with the Portland Farmers Market. This guide serves 
to list the organizations involved in the promotion and maintenance of a 
sustainable local food system. It will summarize the nature of the involved 
organizations in an effort to identify existing partnerships and provide 
information that may lead to new opportunities in the community. 

In particular, this guide provides a listing of organizations that focus on 
farmer and consumer education, public policy, advocacy, marketing, and 
building relationships within this extensive food network. Also included 
is a matrix identifying which organizations are involved in the various 
sectors of the region ’ s food network, as well as maps that reveal where each 
organization is located and the areas served. 

Yet, this product is intended to serve as more than just a resource guide. 
We hope it is a visual and textual map of how the Portland Metropolitan 
Region’s food system is linked and connected. This capstone team further 
hopes that through identifying and mapping these connections, new 
relationships will be fostered and a stronger, more extensive local food 
system will result. 

 

A bit about us: 

The Senior Capstone course is the culmination of the University 
Studies program at Portland State University. This capstone provides an 
opportunity for students to apply the expertise they have learned in their 
major and in University Studies toward real issues and problems in the 
community. The Capstone ’ s purpose is to further enhance student learning 
while cultivating crucial life abilities that are important both academically 
and professionally: establishing connections within the larger community, 
developing strategies for analyzing and addressing problems, and working 
with others trained in fi elds different from one’s own.
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Dianne Stefani Ruff
Executive Director
 Portland Farmers Market 

I have long believed there was a need to gather into one resource 
book the many organizations in the Portland area who work so hard 
to support our family farms.  We are blessed with many wonderful 
dedicated groups focusing on different aspects of building a sustainable 
food-system with access for all.  This resource guide gathers them 
together in one place and provides background on their mission and 
strategic direction.  I hope you fi nd the Guide a useful tool when you 
are looking for partners, to share resources, or for information to help 
further our common goals.-
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 Farmer Education
Organizations that strive to provide information and resources to farmers in order to aid 
them in business practices, farming methods, product marketing and transportation, and 
profi t building.

1 – Agri-Business Council of Oregon
2 – Ecotrust’s Food & Farms Program
3 – Food Alliance
4 –  Food Innovation Center
5 – Oregon Sustainable Agriculture Land Trust (Canby)
6 – Oregon Tilth
7 – OSU Extension Small Farms Program
8 – OSU Master Gardener/Master Food Preserver (Aurora)
9 – Zenger Farm
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