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        Prof. Mel Gurtov

Office: UAB 650D








tel. 725-5974 e-mail:mgurtov@aol.com                 

Office hrs: W, 2-4; Tu/Th 1-2 and by appointment                


Political Science 468/568: The International Politics of East Asia
Course objectives: The course examines the sources, content, and objectives of the foreign policies of China (including Taiwan and Hong Kong), Japan, the two Koreas, and the ASEAN states.  Our primary interests are the domestic political and historical foundations of foreign policy, emerging issue of cooperation and conflict, the political economy of East Asia, and the new security context of Asia-Pacific politics brought about by the end of the cold war, economic reforms in the socialist countries, globalization, and the “war on terror.”
Texts:  Please purchase the following --

M. Lampton, ed., The Making of Chinese Foreign and Security Policy
S. Kim, ed., International Relations of Northeast Asia
D. McDougall, Asia Pacific in World Politics
Requirements: (1) Consistent attendance and reading of required materials; (2) research paper, due Feb. 21; (3) midterm exam, Feb. 7 (4) comprehensive final exam (Monday, March 17, 10:15 AM).  Graduate students are expected to do additional readings (*) and write two ten-page papers (one due Feb. 21, the other at the last class) besides meeting the above requirements.

(Please take note: Students are responsible for being aware of the date and time of the final examination, and making preparations to take it then.  Only in exceptional circumstances will a final exam be given at another time.  Likewise, an Incomplete grade will only be given in extraordinary circumstances, and then only if the student has attended class regularly and completed all other assignments.  Late papers are accepted until the final class, with penalty in proportion to lateness.)
Lecture Sequence (* indicates readings for graduate students available in the Political Science library or online):

Week 1-2: Introduction: The Transformation of East Asia
Kim, ch. 1
McDougall, chs. 1 and 10
*Quansheng Zhao, Chinese Foreign Policy, ch. 1

*E. Vogel, ed., Living with China, Introduction & ch. 3
Topics: Legacies of history; end of the cold war; new meanings of security; changing international relationships.

Weeks 3-5: China: The Shaping of World Outlooks
Lampton, ch. 7 
Kim, ch. 2
Lampton, chs. 1-3, 5-6
McDougall, chs. 3 and 6

Zheng Bijian, “China’s ‘Peaceful Rise’ to Great-Power Status,” Foreign Affairs (Sept-Oct 2005), www.foreignaffairs.org/20050901faessay84502/zheng-bijian/china-s-peaceful-rise-to-great-power-status.html
*Mao Zedong, Selected Readings, pp. 85-133, 371-86

*Zhang & Austin, eds., Power and Responsibility in Chinese Foreign Policy, chs. 1-2
*Suisheng Zhao, “China’s Pragmatic Nationalism” (www.twq.com/06winter/docs/06winter_zhao.pdf)
*Wang Jisi, “China’s Search for Stability with America,” Foreign Affairs (Sept.-Oct. 2005).
Topics: Domestic and external sources of Chinese world view; foreign policy since 1949; impact of economics reforms and interdependence; relations with US and USSR/Russia.

China(s Regional and Global Relationships
McDougall, ch. 7

Kim, ch. 11 
Lampton, chs. 8, 9, 11
*Deng Xiaoping, Fundamental Issues, selections beginning pp. 1-18, 67, 72, 83, 86-92, 97, 116, 171, 180

*Zhao, Chinese Foreign Policy, ch. 7

*Zhang Xiaoming  and Ruan Zongze, articles on China’s “community building” in Southeast and Northeast Asia, in Asian Perspective, No. 3 (2006), online at www.asianperspective.org. 
*P. Saunders, “China’s Global Activism”
Topics: Revolution in Chinese foreign policy; China & Asia-Pacific multilateralism; the military and the “China threat”
Weeks 5-6: Japan's Foreign Policy and Relations with China
Kim, chs. 4-5
McDougall, chs. 4-5

Japan’s military: www.nytimes.com/2007/07/23/world/asia/23japan.html?pagewanted=all
Relations with China: http://select.nytimes.com/search/restricted/article?res=F30C15FC3A5A0C768DDDAD0894DD404482 (anti-Japanese protests);  www.nytimes.com/reuters/world/international-japan-sex-slaves.html?pagewanted=all (apologizing); **Masaru Tamamoto, “Japan’s Politics of Cultural Shame” (http://globalasia.org/articles/issue2/iss2_2.html) or Tamamoto, “After the Tsunami: How Japan Can Lead,” Far Eastern Economic Review: www.feer.com/articles1/2005/0501/p010.html
*Y. Funabashi essay in Foreign Affairs (Winter 1990/91)
* Special issue of Asian Perspective (www.asianperspective.org) on China-Japan reconciliation: see vol. 31, No. 1 (2007), esp. articles by M. Kotler and Wenran Jiang
* K. Pyle, http://nbr.org/publications/analysis/pdf/vol17no4.pdf. 
Topics-1: Origins of foreign-policy passivity; Japan's cautious international involvement; schools of thought in Japanese foreign-policy circles; economic diplomacy; Japan-China rivalry
Topics-2: Security issues; US-Japan relations; Japan's regional policies in Asia; trade, investment, and aid policies and practices  

Weeks 7-8: Security Issues: Korea, Taiwan, SE Asia
Kim, chs. 8-10
Lampton, chs. 10, 12
McDougall, chs. 8-9

A Korean view of nationalism in East Asia: former President Roh Moo-hyun at  http://globalasia.org/articles/issue2/iss2_1.html
*Koh, North Korea and the World, chs. 1, 3, 5-6
Topics: North-South Korean relations and the unification issue; S. Korea and the major powers; regional security problems (incl. Taiwan) and cooperation; the nuclear issue; ASEAN.

Weeks 8-10: Asia-Pacific Cooperation: Regionalism and Regionalization
McDougall, chs. 10-11, 13

Kim, ch. 11
Lampton, ch. 4
*International Crisis Group, “Northeast Asia’s Undercurrents of Conflict” (www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/asia/108_north_east_asia_s_undercurrents_of_conflict_web.doc)
*J. Shinn, ed., Fires Across the Water 

Topics: Regionalism and regionalization in Asia's economies; Greater China; the “Asian Way” and security issues; environmental cooperation and role of NGOs; U.S. policy: a question of relevance


Instructions for Papers
1. Topic:  Choose any topic within the scope of the course.  Check with me to make certain your choice is appropriate.  Possibilities include: (1) Bilateral relations within East Asia (incl. Southeast Asia); (2) regional and sub-regional security, economic, or other organizations; (3) national security perspectives, problems, and policies of East Asian states; (4) trade, investment, and aid issues for one or more countries; (5) East Asia relations with the United States; (6) region-wide issues (e.g., environment, commerce, human rights, migration, energy); (7) comparison of cold-war with post-cold war conditions in Asia Pacific; (8) origins and nature of international conflict in the region.

2. Approach: It is important that your essay be first and foremost a foreign-policy analysis and not merely a description of events.  Clarify the purpose of your paper in the first paragraph. Fulfill that purpose in your text and conclusion.
3. The Paper: 6-8 double-spaced pages (10-12 for grad students), using a minimum of 6 sources (10 for grad students, including primary sources).  You may cite the course texts, but they will not count among your sources.  The Internet may be used for official documents, newspapers, and published, signed scholarly articles. Do not use news magazines such as Time or Newsweek, or encyclopedias (including Wikipedia); but do use scholarly periodicals (see the separate guide) and well-informed media such as Far Eastern Economic Review, Nikkei Weekly, Asahi Shimbun, and New York Times and Washington Post.

4.  Citing sources:  Use any consistent form for citing sources: footnotes, endnotes, in-text notes.  A bibliography is not needed; include relevant information (author, article and journal or book title, and page numbers) in your notes.  See your texts for proper citation styles.  Cite all your sources, but none other.  Regarding Internet sources, identify specific reports or papers within the URL, not just the basic URL address.
5.  Check spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  A sloppily written paper will count heavily against you. Don’t forget to title and paginate your essay.  12-point font, please.  
6.  Do not rely too heavily on any one source.  Avoid lengthy quotations from sources; paraphrase instead.

6. Questions?  I'm here; and I would like to see each of you at some time during your research.
Sources for Up-to-Date Information in English on East Asia
1. Scholarly Periodicals
Far Eastern Economic Review (monthly, Hong Kong)
Asian Survey (monthly, U.S.)

China Quarterly (quarterly, UK)

China Journal (quarterly, Australia)

Asian Perspective (quarterly, S.Korea and U.S.)

Journal of Contemporary Southeast Asian Studies
Journal of Northeast Asian Studies
Pacific Affairs (quarterly, Canada)

U.S.-China Business Review (monthly, National Comm. on US-China Relations)

2. Newspapers in English on-line
Asahi Shimbun, Yomiuri Shimbun, Nikkei Weekly (Tokyo)

Asia Wall Street Journal.

Korea Herald, Korea Times (Seoul)

China Daily (Beijing)

South China Morning Post (Hong Kong)

NAPSNet daily news roundup via e-mail (subscribe free at www.nautilus.org)

3. Documentary and Statistical Sources
APEC home page: www.apecsec.org.sg

ASEAN home page: www.asean.or.id
China Documents Annual (ed. Peter Moody) and China Facts & Figures Annual (ed. John Friske).  Academic International Press.

Asian Development Outlook (annual) and Key Indicators of Developing Asian and Pacific Countries.  
Asian Development Bank, Manila.

World Development Report.  Annual from World Bank, Washington, DC.

WorldWatch Institute, papers and State of the World annual on environment, energy, and resources 

