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Purpose: The focus of the Content Area Teacher Network will be to develop communities of
practice that include teacher candidates, inservice teachers, administrators, and university faculty
who have an interest in incorporating reading and writing in science, mathematics, social
sciences, language arts, and other subjects in order to improve student achievement in literacy
and the content areas. The Content Area Teacher Network will be an actual and virtual meeting
place for teachers to share effective practices.

Method: Teams of teachers in high-needs schools will meet as communities of practice to (a)
identify the texts that students read in order to learn the subject, (b) work with consultants to
identify discipline-specific reading strategies, (c) develop instructional materials, and (d) conduct
classroom research to determine the effectiveness of the instructional materials. The teachers will
be supported through onsite consultant visits, video or audio conferencing, a face-to-face
meeting at a literacy symposium, and a website entitled, Content Area Teachers Network. In
addition to the website, information about the project will be disseminated at national and
regional conferences.

Portland State University Graduate School of Education Research unit


mailto:sjlenski@pdx.edu�
http://www.teachers.ed.pdx.edu/�
http://www.teachers.ed.pdx.edu/�

	Developing a Statewide Content Area Teacher Network through Communities of Practice

