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April 14, 2008

Dear Colleague,

I am writing to invite you to participate in one of two roundtables being held to discuss the potential incorporation of three new student-learning goals, information literacy, sustainability, and engagement.  These goals are in addition to the five that have been developed over the last two years as a result of discussions at last fall’s campus symposium and in roundtables and various working committees.  The five institution-wide student-learning goals are:

· critical thinking  

· internationalization

· communication

· diversity

· ethics and social responsibility 

To achieve our Student Success priority to develop campus-wide student learning goals, the Institutional Assessment Council (IAC) has undertaken the project and was charged with providing a report with a set of goals, including at least draft definitions and descriptions, for my review by June 2008. The IAC is planning to present the goals to Faculty Senate in October. During this year’s discussions some concerns have emerged about whether the proposed goals are adequate to prepare our students as they enter the 21st century, inclusive of critical learning components, and reflective of the distinctive aspects of a PSU education. To address these concerns, the roundtables are designed to discuss the possibility of adding (in some form or combining with what we already have) the three additional goals mentioned in the first paragraph. 

The two scheduled roundtable discussions will be held from noon – 1:00 p.m. on

· April 30 (Wednesday) in SMU 225
· May 6     (Tuesday) in SMU 225
We will have materials available with information about each goal and campus faculty will facilitate a discussion on how these additional goals might be represented within—or in addition to—the five current goals.

The session agenda will include:

· presentations by faculty on each goal (5 minutes each)

· small working sessions on each of the three goals (30 minutes)

· feedback to the large group (15 minutes)

I appreciate the efforts of the IAC and hope you can participate in one of the roundtables.  Please RSVP to caestaff@pdx.edu or call 5-5642.  Confirmation, including roundtable location, will be provided following your reply.  

Sincerely,
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Roy W. Koch, Provost
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