






Portland State University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. Printed on recycled paper. 12/07

In fall 2007, the School of Community Health and the ��
Toulan School of Urban Studies and Planning intro-
duced a dual degree option. Students who complete 
the three-year program receive both a Master of Public 
Health and a Master of Urban and Regional Planning. 
This trailblazing program recognizes shared history, 
challenges, and strategies in these two fields. It was 
developed in response to growing interest in the interac-
tions of physical and mental health, urban form, human 
services, and public planning. As only the second 
combined degree of its kind in the country, it further 
underscores the college’s leadership in the relationship 
between the built environment and public health.

Looking ahead, we’re always developing new projects aimed 
at today’s issues—such as the urban/rural divide, an area of 
concern to planning, community health, and government 
professionals. Soon, students of the college will be able to 
explore this ripe field through our Urban/Rural Connections 
Center, where they’ll research the relationships between  
urban and rural economies, environments, and  
communities.

“Let Knowledge Serve the City”

The motto of PSU is apt: The University is vitally engaged 
with its home region, to great mutual benefit. At the College 
of Urban and Public Affairs our students and faculty have 
made rich contributions to Portland’s storied quality of 
life, participating in pioneering transportation, health, and 
public policy projects. 

“Active cross-fertilization between the college and the city is 
what gives the college its unique advantage. Perhaps no-
where else but in Portland could a college like ours arise—
and thrive,” says Dean Lawrence Wallack. “It’s a vibrant, 
synergistic relationship between a college and a region, each 
known for its leadership in the most relevant, indeed urgent, 
topic of all: how to live well in—and tread lightly on—our 
world.”
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