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Degree Requirements 
Arts and Letters, Science and Social Science Majors 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences - Advising Center 

PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY 

M305 Smith Memorial Student Union, (503) 725-3822 

askclas@pdx.edu 
 

PSU Graduation Requirements                                    
  

 

   1) Degree Option- BA or BS       2) General Education Requirements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Major Requirements 

                          

1)    Degree Options:   SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR B.A. or B.S. DEGREE  

 
B.A. Degree 12 credit hours A&L w/minimum of 4 credits in fine & performing arts + 12 credits in the science and/or social science area 

w/minimum of 4 credits in the science area + 4 credits in foreign language numbered 203 or higher (28 credit hours total) 

OR 
B.S. Degree 12 credit hours A&L and/or Social Science + 4 credit hours math/stat + 12 credit hours Science, 8 of which must have lab 

 or field work (28 credit hours total) 
  
2)     GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS:   UNIVERSITY STUDIES 

Freshman Inquiry - 15 credits 

 University Studies Freshman Inquiry is not required of students who transfer to PSU with at least 30 credits. 
     

Sophomore Inquiry - 12 credits  

 If you transfer with 30-59 credits you need to take 3 Sophomore Inquiries.  

 If you transfer with 60-74 credits you need to take 2 Sophomore Inquiries.  

 If you transfer with 75-89 credits you need to take 1 Sophomore Inquiry.    
 

Upper Division Cluster - 12 credits 

 Students transferring to PSU with 90 or more credit hours begin University Studies with Upper Division Cluster 

 Cluster courses must be taken outside of the major department.  This includes courses that might be cross-listed elsewhere 

with the major prefix. 

    

Senior Capstone (Community Based Learning Project) - 6 credits 

 

      
3)     MAJOR REQUIREMENTS:  Arts & Letters        or        Science       or    Social Science 
  56 Credits required for the major (32 must be upper division with two concentration areas of 8 credits each)  

     AND Writing 323 or WIC Course 

   
 

See student worksheet on reverse side 

         180 Credits 
      (w/72 upper division) 
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General Studies Major Student Worksheet      
 

Name________________________________________________________ID________________________________________Date_____________  

 

At end of ____________  Credits Completed:  _____ Upper Division & _____ Lower Division 

   
UNDER  BULLETIN YEAR ________ MUST GRADUATE BY END OF SUMMER ________(yr) 

       

1)    Degree Options:   SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR B.A. or B.S. DEGREE  

 
B.A. Degree: ___ 12 credit hours A&L -w/minimum of 4 credits in fine & performing arts   

    ___ 12 credits in the science and/or social science area -w/minimum of 4 credits in the science area  

    ___ 4 credits in foreign language numbered 203 or higher  

OR 

B.S. Degree:  ___ 12 credit hours A&L and/or Social Science  

    ___ 4 credit hours math/stat  

    ___ 12 credit hours Science-w/minimum of  8 credits which must have lab or field work  

 

2)     GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS:   UNIVERSITY STUDIES 
Credits  Credits 

Completed Needed 

 

Freshman Inquiry    15 cr ________   ________   ________   ________      ________       _______ 

 

Sophomore Inquiry    12 cr ________   ________   ________   ________      ________       _______  

 

Upper Division  Cluster   12 cr ________   ________   ________   ________      ________       _______ 

   

Senior Capstone Experience   6 cr  ___________________________________________________________ 

  
3)     MAJOR REQUIREMENTS:  Arts & Letters        or        Science       or    Social Science 
     56 Credits required for the major (36 must be upper division) 

       Credits  Credits 

       Completed Needed 

8 upper division credits in one dept Dept 1 _____   8 credits    _____  _____  

8 upper division credits in second dept  Dept 2 _____   8 credits    _____  _____  

16 more UD credits          16 credits    _____  _____ 

20 more Lower  and/or UD cr edits       20 credits    _____  _____ 

Writing 323 or WIC course        4 credits    _____  _____ 

TOTAL LD + UD CREDITS REQUIRED FOR MAJOR    56 credits    TOTAL _____  

A limit of 12 p/np credits used for major; other credits for major must have a grade of C- or better.  GPA in major (includes courses at other schools) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ACADEMIC DISTRIBUTION AREAS: 

Arts & Letters: Applied Linguistics, Architecture*, Art/Art History*, Black Studies (only BST 221,  

    351-353, 421, 424-427), Communication, Conflict Resolution, English/Writing, Humanities, Music*, 

Philosophy, Communication Studies, Speech and Hearing Sciences, Theater Arts*, World Languages and 

Literatures. 

Science:   Biology, Chemistry, Environmental Sciences and Resources, Geology, Math/Statistics (except MTH 70, 95, 

100), Physics, Science Education (SCI).  

 Social Sciences: Criminology & Criminal Justice/Administration of Justice (only AJ 220, 330), Anthropology, Black Studies 

(except BST 221, 351-353, 421, 424-427), Chicano Latino Studies, Child & Family Studies, Economics, 

Geography, History, International Studies, Native American Studies, Political Science, Psychology, Religious 

Studies, Sociology, Urban Studies and Planning, and Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies. 

* Fine and Performing Arts  
Other:    2.0 GPA at PSU ________   Differentiated grades (within last 45 cr) _______ 

P/NP (total) ________   Residency: 45 of last 60 credits must be from PSU______ 
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