SPRING 2011



BST 351U AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

Turiya Autry 

Portland State University

Office:  XSB 245 (Building is located across the park blocks from Lincoln Hall)

E-Mail:  Turiya@pdx.edu
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday 3:30pm-4:30pm & by appointment
COURSE DESCRIPTION

During this course students will read, study, discuss, and respond to literary works by various African-American authors. Our texts for the term will focus on literary examinations of migration and movement (both internally and externally) through the lens of African American authors and their writings. In search of home and identity, we see characters move through the world in search of themselves. 

BOOKS REQUIRED FOR CLASS:  

(available at PSU bookstore, as well as other locations)

1. Their Eyes Were Watching God


by Zora Neale Hurston

2. Song of Solomon 


By- Toni Morrison
3. White Boy Shuffle 


By Paul Beatty

      4. A book of poetry of your choosing from a list that will be provided in class

5. Readings in D2L and class handouts 

Take notes while reading! This should include (but is not limited to the following): Characters (motivations, interaction and reactions), Setting (time, space and place), Themes and Issues, Significant Quotes, Plot, Meaning, your thoughts, questions and insights. You also have access to discussion questions and essay questions as a guide for things to consider while reading.

GRADING

93-105 = A


78-79 = C+

Below  61 = F 

90-92 = A-


73-77 = C

88-89 = B+


70-72 = C-

83-87= B


68-69 = D+

80-82 = B-


61-67 = D

. 

Attendance/ Participation/ In Class Asignments (30 points possible)
You are expected to attend class. You are expected to be in class on time, and to stay for the duration of the class period. Attendance will be noted and grade will be affected after more than one unexcused absence. You should come to each class with carefully thought out critical observations, comments, and/or questions about the reading materials. You are expected to participate, both in small group and large group discussions. Instructor will keep track of your participation. Participation means active listening and encouraging other to speak. Class participation is as much about sharing your voice and ideas as it is about learning to listen and cooperate with others – your grade will reflect both these skills.

All students should be familiar with the PSU’s Code of Student Conduct and Responsibility at www.ess.pdx.edu/osa/osa. This code spells out the legal parameters, which all students must respect, in order to ensure that our classroom is a space place for all.

Students are expected to be critically engaged and respectful of varying opinions in the classroom. We will follow seminar guidelines to keep our classroom a safe place, including no interrupting when someone is talking, no name-calling or insulting commentaries, and asking clarifying questions as opposed to arguing. In the interest of openness, students are encouraged to write and speak freely. However, ultimately, the safety of our learning environment is more important than any student’s perceived right to free speech. 

There will be no cell phones used during class, either for talking, texting, etc. Cell phones will be on silent during class. If students need to use cell phones for any reason, including texting, students will step out of class. Also, as a class we will create ground our own ground rules which will be expectations for the term as well. 

ASSIGNMENTS

Late policy: Papers will lose one letter grade for each class session late. Papers will not be accepted after two weeks beyond the deadline. 

Poetry Project Assignment (25 points possible)
Students will choose one poet, from the list provided, and read a book or several poems by that particular author.  Then they will write and respond critically to the works using June Jordan’s rubric for poetry as a framework for analysis of content. Points for this assignment include preliminary tasks and your presentation as well.

Essays Assignments  

Students are required to turn in 2 out of the 3 essays. 

(Students can choose to do all 3 essays. In that case, the 3rd essay would replace the Poetry Project.) 
Essay 1(25 points possible)     on Their Eyes Were Watching God

Essay 2 (25 points possible)    on Song of Solomon

Essay 3 (25 points possible)    on White Boy Shuffle 

A list of several questions/topics will be available. 
Students must choose different questions/topics for each essay. 

Criteria for Essays: 

Essays will be graded for content, consistency, thesis statement, organization, focus, and technical aspects (proper and correct amount of citations, grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc.). 

A strong paper includes:

- A clear introduction with a strong thesis statement

- Clearly written and focused paragraphs that have adequate development and purpose. And where all ideas are fully developed and refined

- Similar ideas are grouped together

- Transitions in between changing ideas and points

- A strong conclusion that ties the paper together 

- An introduction and a conclusion that match

- Correct formatting

- Proofreading!

Thesis statement: “A thesis statement is just a fancy phrase for the main point of your paper. Nearly all types of academic writing need a central direction or point. Even if you plan on using many different kinds of examples, anecdotes, or pieces of evidence, you will want to make sure to bring them together under a clearly stated thesis statement somewhere in the beginning of your paper.” PSU Writing Center

- Your thesis should frame your entire paper, and the information in your paper should support your larger thesis.
Formatting: All papers will be double spaced, 12 point font like Times New Roman, with one inch margins.  Four pages means four full pages.

Citations: You should use an accepted academic citation style such as MLA, Chicago,  or APA format to receive full points. You must make sure to include at the very least the author’s name, the title of the work and the page number in any quote you use! If you do not cite sources properly, that can be considered plagiarism and intellectual theft. Include at least 8 quotes/citations from the novel and other class readings and materials as appropriate.
Plagiarism: “Plagiarism is the act of claiming someone's work as your own through copying it without giving the creator of the work credit. Plagiarism can also include using another person's theories, ideas, or phrases without proper attribution. The simplest way to avoid plagiarizing is to always cite the sources from which you gather information or develop arguments. Plagiarism is a serious issue and is a violation of the PSU Student Conduct Code http://www.ess.pdx.edu/OSA/osa_b.htm.” PSU Library Citation Guide

Plagiarism will result in a 0 for the assignment, and can result in a 0 for the course, and/or expulsion from school.
PSU Writing Center:

Assistance with writing by appointment. 
www.writingcenter.pdx.edu. 188F Cramer Hall, 5-3570. 

Writing for International Students or Non-Native English Speakers:

Classes are available for students with language and/or cultural issues, who need major help with writing. Linguistics Dept, contact Ruth Chapin (5-4147) or Judy Reed (5-8793).

OTHER INFORMATION

Equal access  Portland State University fully supports the right to equal access to its classes by students with disabilities and makes every reasonable effort to ensure this access. Students with disabilities who require assistance should contact the Disability Resource Center 

phone: 503-725-4150     on-line: www.pdx.edu/uasc/drc.html

Academic Dishonesty

PSU Student Code: “Prohibited behavior (2) All forms of academic dishonesty, cheating, and fraud, including but not limited to: (a) plagiarism, which includes, but is not limited to, word for word copying, using borrowed words or phrases from original text into new patterns without attribution, or paraphrasing another writer's ideas; (b) The buying and selling of all or any portion of course assignments and research papers; (c) Performing academic assignments (including tests and examinations) for other persons; (d) Unauthorized disclosure and receipt of academic information; and (e) Falsification of research data.” 
View Student Conduct Codes for more information

www.pdx.edu/dos/conductcode
PLEASE NOTE:  This syllabus is subject to change!
READING AND ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE
	
	READINGS
	ASSIGNMENTS

	Wk #1
Wed.
3/30
	Introduction to Class
Activities

	

	Week Two
4/6

	Readings: 

Their Eyes Were Watching God
Ch. #1-6
	

	Week Three

4/13
	Readings: 

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Ch # 7- 17
	POETRY PROJECT PART 1 “Due”

(not graded)



	Week Four

4/20
	Readings: 

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Ch #18- end


	ESSAY #1  DUE



	Week Five

4/27
	Readings:  

Song of Solomon Ch# 1-4

	POETRY PROJECT PART 2 DUE

	Week

Six
5/4
	Readings: 

Song of Solomon  Ch# 5-9
D2L Crusader for Justice Ida B Wells

	

	Week Seven

5/11


	Readings: 

Song of Solomon Ch #10- end 
D2L Economics in Song of Solomon, The South in Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon


	* POETRY PROJECT 

PT 3 DUE  (if you need to do this part) 

	Week Eight

5/18


	Readings: 

White Boy Shuffle Chapters #1-5


	ESSAY #2  DUE

	Week Nine

5/25


	Readings: 

White Boy Shuffle Chapters #6-9


	FINAL POETRY PROJECT DUE

PRESENTATIONS
Day #1

	Week Ten

6/1

	Readings: 

White Boy Shuffle Chapters #10- end


	PRESENTATIONS 

Day #2

	Finals Week
6/8

	FINAL SCHEDULE: 

Wednesday 5:30- 7:30PM

	ESSAY #3 DUE

PRESENTATIONS 

Day #3



ESSAY QUESTIONS

TOPICS: 
Choose ONE of the following questions as a jump off point for your essays. Be sure to use the question as a means to create a clear focus/thesis in your own words.

1. How does the incorporation of setting bring additional context to the story? 

2. How do movement, (migration, travel, relocation) shape and cultivate the protagonist (or another main character)? 

3. In what ways does the story represent and discuss issues of gender? (This paper might explore gendered expectations, representations of manhood/masculinity and/or womanhood/femininity.)

4. Describe the novel’s exploration of capitalism through the choices and actions of key characters.

5. How is a major character in the novel’s life influenced and shaped by events and people of the past?

6. What are some of the ways the protagonist is shown as coming of age in the novel, making that pivotal shift from childhood to adulthood?

7. How does the story fulfill what it foreshadowed?

8. How does the novel present ONE of the following themes: injustice, success, racism, violence, love, power, sexism, work, family, friendship, community.

9. Consider places where the story shows differing perspectives. How do character’s experiences and standpoints provide alternate insights and varying levels of awareness? 

10. What hierarchies are present within the novel? How do they impact characters within the story? (You might discuss how they are created and upheld by communities within the story and/or how individual characters react to them, uphold them and/or are impacted by them.)

11. A topic of your choosing, which should be approved by instructor. 

MECHANICS: 
Your essay should be 3-5 pages in length, with standard margins and 12 point standard font. 

Be sure to include AT LEAST 8 quotes/citations from the novel and other class readings and materials as appropriate. MLA formatting is recommended for noting citations and quotes within the text. You are welcome to bring in other sources but they are in addition to these requirements, and can’t replace the given requirements. 

Essays will be graded for content, consistency, thesis statement, organization, focus, and technical aspects (proper and correct amount of citations, grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc.). I recommend that students make use of PSU’s Writing Center. 
Also, here is a link that leads to some general essay writing tips:
   
http://www2.actden.com/Writ_den/tips/essay/index.htm 

