DEPARTMENT OF BLACK STUDIES - BST 319U (CRN 60415) - SPRING 2010
COURSE:   Traditional Cultures of Africa   INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Kofi Agorsah

OFFICE: 308 Neuberger Hall Tel: 503-725-5080  
E-mail: agorsahe@pdx.edu
CLASS HOURS:  TR 1000-1150  (10:00-11:50 AM)  CLASSROOM:  CH 258
OFFICE HOURS: TR 1400 -1500 (2:00-3:00 PM) or by appointment

THE COURSE:

The course examines the people of Africa and selected African traditional cultural practices. The continent of Africa is introduced as a geographical as well as a cultural entity, using maps, slides, overheads and other audio visual aids. Students get the opportunity of researching and participating in discussion of topics of relevance for an understanding and appreciation of Africa, Africans and African traditional cultural practices and values as well as background to certain consequent challenges encountered in the past and still facing African communities. The following are examined.


1. Researching and reconstructing the African past - how & sources 


2. African Traditional Institutions -

: Social Organizations

- Ethnicity - past and present

- Family systems


3. Languages, Names, Communication systems, Time and Seasons. 


4. Political and Legal Institutions (Chiefs, Queens, Elders, Office bearers) 


5. Religious and spiritual systems

6. Health, medicinal and spiritual healing - alternative medicine

7. Marriage systems; multiple spouse systems - processes

7. Controversial and misunderstood issues (e.g. female circumcision, body

adornment & other customs/ rites and practices);


8. Africa and the World – Cultural Issues – Overview.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Attendance (20%) – recorded for each class.
2. Map Test (Identification of African countries and geographical features) Week 4 (20%)
3. Class reading assignments - 2 for 10% each (20%)
4. Midterm (Individual research Paper) (20%). Due Date: to be announced.  

5. Final Exam (20%) – Date to be announced in class.

REQUIRED READING
A required course package, handouts and additional reading will be provided in class. Check with th Administrative Program Assistant, 308 NH. 

NOTE:  1. You are advised to avoid eating/food during class - (water, coffee or soft drink ok). 2. 2. You may leave on your phones (this is an emergency precaution) - but neither receive nor make any call. 
3. Surfing the internet during class hours, unless it is part of the class process, is prohibited. 
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Ku-Tanga – (Creation)
OPTIONAL READING AND REFERENCES

Agorsah, E. Kofi

2005
Africa and the African Diaspora, Authorhouse, New York.
Agorsah, E. K.
Religion, Ritual and African Tradition, Bloomington, Authorhouse

Bohannan, P. and Curtin, P.


198O
Africa and Africans, Prospect Heights, Waveland Press.

Childs, Tucker

2003 Introduction to African Languages, John Benjamins Publ. Co, Amsterdam/Philadelphia.

Jefferson, M. and Skinner, E. P.


1990
Roots of Time, Trenton, Africa World Press.  

Kwamena-Poh, M. J., Tosh, R. W. and M. Tidy


1981
African History in Maps, London, Longman.

Martin, P.M. & O'Meara, P. (Ed)


1995
Africa, Bloomington, Indiana Univ. Press. 

Peek, P. (Ed)


1991
African Divination Systems, Bloomington, Indiana Univ. Press.

Robinson, D.


2004
Muslim societies in African History, Cambridge, CUP

Some, M. P. 


1993  Ritual, Power, Healing and Community, Portland, Swan/Raven  
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Grading System

A Grade Designates work of extraordinarily high quality; reflects unusually thorough and comprehensive understanding of issues at hand; presents a clearly identifiable

thesis and argument that demonstrates cogent and creative development and

support of ideas

B Grade Designates work of high quality; reflects clearly organized and comprehensive

understanding of issues at hand; presents substantive thesis and argument with

evident development and support of ideas

C Grade Designates work which minimally meets requirements set forward in

assignment; reflects some organization and development of ideas, but develops

argument in superficial or simplistic manner; may only address part of the

assignment or be otherwise incomplete

D Grade Designates work of poor quality which does not meet minimum requirements

set forward in assignment; demonstrates poor organization of ideas and/or

inattention to development of ideas, grammar, and spelling; treatment of material

is superficial and/or simplistic; may indicate that student has not done reading

assignments thoroughly or engaged with class materials adequately

F Grade Designates work that does not meet any of the standards set above

Meaning of letter Grades



Mastery of Material (Out of 100%)
A
Seeking and attaining excellence




96-100 

A-
Going well beyond expectations of assignments.


91-95
Significantly above average but not outstanding.
B+
Going slightly beyond expectations of assignments.


85-90
Above average performance

B
Meeting the expectations of the assignments- 


Slightly above average performance



81-85

B-
Performance at and just slightly below average 


76-80

C+
Performance below average, showing mastery


71-75

of around 70% of the course material

C
Attaining minimum performance but far below average

65-70

C-
Doing the absolute minimum to pass the class


60-65

D+
Poor performance- below minimum requirement – bare pass

50-60
F
Fail







  0- 50
The instructor, maintains the prerogative and will be very fair to all on equal basis.
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