
MEMORANDUM

Date: June 7, 2021

To: Marisa A. Zapata, PhD
Director, PSU-HRAC

From: Lauren E. M. Everett
Graduate Research Assistant, PSU-HRAC

Subject: Updates on COVID-19 and disaster response, housing, and people experiencing
homelessness nationwide, June 1-6.

News1

1. On the 100th anniversary of Tulsa, OK’s Black Wall Street massacre, Next City reflects on the
neighborhood’s second wave of destruction at the hands of the City’s ‘urban renewal’
initiatives. (Next City)

2. On Thursday, a group of Alabama real estate agents filed an emergency application to the
U.S. Supreme Court, asking them to block enforcement of the federal eviction moratorium.
(SCOTUSblog)

3. Washington D.C. City Council will consider a bill to increase affordable housing availability
by offering landlords funding to set aside apartments for households making under 50%
Median Family Income (MFI). The Generating Affordability in Neighborhoods bill would set
housing targets for each neighborhood, and request proposals from interested landlords.
(Greater Greater Washington)

4. In Portland, Ore., City Commissioner Dan Ryan announced a plan to create six publicly
operated and supported camping sites for people experiencing homelessness by the end of
2021. (OPB)

5. The pandemic has changed King County/Seattle’s approach to homelessness by illustrating
the crucial relationship between housing and health. (The Denver Channel)

6. In New York State, lawmakers are considering two different proposals to facilitate
converting offices and hotels into housing. (Daily News)

7. Meanwhile in New York City, the yearlong legal battle between the houseless men living in
the Lucerne Hotel and the City came to an end as a state appeals court rejected the effort to
prevent the residents’ relocation. At the time of the decision 68 of the original 300 residents
remained at the hotel. (The New York Times)

8. The Austin City Council voted to waive over $4 million in fees for the Community First!
Village, which provides permanent housing for people experiencing chronic homelessness.

1 New stories are gathered from national and international publications, and are not HRAC’s original
reporting.
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https://nextcity.org/features/view/black-wall-streets-second-destruction?utm_source=Next+City+Newsletter&utm_campaign=9ba6997d76-Issue_481&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fcee5bf7a0-9ba6997d76-44309378
https://www.scotusblog.com/2021/06/real-estate-agents-ask-court-to-block-eviction-moratorium/
https://ggwash.org/view/81507/this-bill-would-create-a-new-tool-for-dc-to-expand-its-dedicated-affordable-housing-stock?utm_source=Next+City+Newsletter&utm_campaign=203ec62431-Backyard_2021_06_04&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fcee5bf7a0-203ec62431-44309378
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/06/02/portland-homeless-villages/
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/how-covid-19-is-changing-the-future-for-the-homeless-in-seattle-area
https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-how-to-convert-shuttered-hotels-and-offices-into-housing-20210602-2y47dikfdfetdma2zxwwusw33u-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/03/nyregion/lucerne-hotel-homeless-shelter.html


The village currently houses over 220 people, and service provider Mobile Loaves & Fishes
plans to add 1,400 new tiny homes.  (KXAN)

9. In Oregon, hotels have provided a vital lifeline for households that lost their homes in
wildfires. (Mother Jones)

10. New research published in Housing Policy Debate estimated the additional cost to provide
shelter to every person experiencing unsheltered homelessness at $4.5 billion. (NLIHC)

*The weekly NLIHC call did not take place due to the holiday.

Other Resources:
1. The U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness’ webinar, How to Help Stimulus Checks Reach

People Experiencing Homelessness, on June 10.
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https://www.kxan.com/news/local/austin/austin-city-council-waives-4m-in-fees-to-help-expand-community-for-chronically-homeless/
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2021/06/oregon-project-turnkey-climate-change-wildfires-lifeline-homeless-families/
https://nlihc.org/resource/annual-cost-meeting-unmet-demand-sheltering-people-experiencing-homelessness-estimated-45?utm_source=NLIHC+All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=fc68d318b5-memo_060121&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e090383b5e-fc68d318b5-293282405&ct=t(memo_060121)
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_xy63gnR1SEKuV560gCHWHA
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_xy63gnR1SEKuV560gCHWHA

